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capable man and bas made a first-class |

Minister,
* Mgz. Covxor: And therefore you fol-
lowed him across.

Mgr. TEESDALE SMITH : The mem-
ber for Menzies {Hon. H. Gregory) has
always been regarded as a thoroughly
efficient administrator, and I think the
same can be said of the Minister for
Lands (Hon. A. Jameson). ~

Mz. Cowwor: Do not forget the
Colonial Secretary.

Mz. Donerry: What about the new
board for the harbour works ?

Mer. TEESDALE SMITH : I shall
deal with the Colonial Secretary (Hon.
W. Kingsmill). That gentleman has
been blamed on both sides of the
House on the score that he would not
do anything or could not do anything—
that he could not say yes or no. Then,
when the hon. gentleman does take a
step, and a step in the right direction, it
is mean and paltry on the part of Oppo-
sition members to refuse him their
support. I do not intend to refuse him
mine.

Amendment (Mr. Nanson’s) put, and
a division taken with the following
result :—

Ayes 14
Noes 29
Majority against 15
ATES. NoEs.
Mr. Atkins Mr, Daglish
Mr. Butcher Mr. Diamond
M. Connor Mr. Ewing
Mr, Doherty Mr. Foulkes
M. Harper ‘Mr, Gardiner
Mp. Moran Mr. Gordon
Mr. Nanson Mr Grego lly
Mr. 0 Conuor
Mr. Pi Mr Haahe
Mr. Plgott Mr, Highnm
Mr. Quinlan Mr. Holmnn
Mr, Thomas Mr. Holwes
Mr. Yelverton Mr. Hophing
Mr. Jacoby (Toller), Mr. Hutchinson
Mr, Mingworth
Mr. James
Mr, Jobnson
Mr. Kingsmill
Mr. McDonald
Mr. Monger
Mr. Phillips
. Purkisa
Mr. Eagon
Mr. Beid
Mr, Reside
Mr. Smith

|
|
| Mr, Stone
l . Taylor
Mr. Wallnce (Teller).
Amendment thus pegatived, and the
main question again stated by Mg,
SPEAKER.

/
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Papers, ete.

Ou wmotion by Me. Moran, debate
adjourned until the next day.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 11-22 o'clock,
until the next day.

degiglatibe HAssembly,
Wednssday, 30th Jul'q, 1808,

Papers Removed from ’I‘u.bla—Pnpera presented—
estion: Sleeper Heowers, delay in payment—
uestion : Esperouce Horbour, Charts—Question :
edera]l High Comwissioner—Question: ILand Act
Amendment (Boulder)—Question: Accidents on
Gotdflelds, how reporied —Leave of Absence—
Su ply Bnl] Assent—Address-in.Reply, sixth day
d]ournment.

Tue SPEAKER tock the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

Pravsrs,

PAPERS REMOVED FROM TABLE.

Tre SPEAKER: I wish to mention
to hon. members that I should be glad if .
they would replace any papers they may
take from the table. Last night, the
agreement with Mr. George was taken
off the table, and it cannot now be found.
I do not know whether any hon. member
has it in his possession ; but if sa, I shall
be glad if he will place it on the table
again,

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the MiwisteEr ror MiNEs: Repu-
lations vnder the Coal Mines Regulation
Act.

Order: To lie on the table.

QUESTION—SLEEPER HEWERS, DELAY
IN PAYMENT.

Mr. G. TAYLOR asked the Minister
for Works, without notice, the cause of
delay in the payment of wages of sleeper
tewers at Collie for the month of June,
and until the 26th July.



Questions.

Tee MINISTEE FOR WORKS re-
plied: The sleeper hewers at Collie are
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engaged in cutting sleepers for different

departments, and for different branches
of those departments. The hon. member
might repeat his question at the next
gitting of the House, and I will, in the
meantime, wake farther inquiry, and give
u better reply than I can at present. I
helieve the accounts for the month of
June did pot reach the engineer till the
16th of July; they were made up and
passed for payment, and I believe cheques
were sent on the 24th. I will make
farther inquiries.

QUESTION—ESPERANCE HARBOUR,
CHARTS.

M. A. E. THOMAS asked the Treas-
urer, without notice, whether, for the
information of members, he would cause
to be placed on the table the latest charts
of the Esperance Harbour.

Tae TREASURER replied: T shall
be happy to lay them on the table.

QUESTION—FEDERAL HIGH COMMIS-
SIONER.

Mgr. HOPKINS asked the Premier:
Whether any inquiries had been made
with a view to ascertaining whether the
functions relating to the office of Federal
High Commissioner in London would be
such as to preclude his performing the
duties now devolving on the Agents-
Greneral, and more particularly those in-
trusted to the representative of this State.

Tae PREMIER replied: Inquiries
have been made, and the Acting Prime
Minister of the Commonwealth states that
the functions relating to the office of the
Federal High Commissioner in London
have not yet been exactly defizred. Farther
inquiries have been instituted in regard
to the question in the Bastern States.

QUESTION--LAND ACT AMENDMENT
(BouLDER).

Me. HOPKINS asked the Premier:
When it was mntended to introduce the
promised amendment to the Land Aect,
making permissible the issue of Crown
grants to certain lands at Boulder known
as the 33 feet fromtages in the town
extension.

Tee PREMIER replied : At an

early
date. .
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QUESTION—ACCIDENTS ON GOLD-
FIELDS, HOW REPORTED.

Me. REID asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Whether the various accidents,
fatal and otherwise, which occur on the
Eastern goldfie!ds, are regularly reported
by the inspectors of the various districts
to the Minister. 2, If so, whether be is
fully cognisant of the circumstances under
whish a man named Watt was severely
injured in the Birthday Gift Gold Mine,
Burbanks, on or about the 3rd inst. 3,
‘Whether he will lay any correspondence
he may have received regarding the injory
to Mr. Watt on the table of the House.
4, Whether he will introduce amendmnents
to the Mining Act during the present
session, 80 as to prevent, as far as pos-
sible, the recurrence of a similar aceident
in future.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES
replied: 1, 2, 3, Yes. 4, The question
will be carefully eonsidered.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motions by the PrEmigg, leave of
absence for two months was granted to
the member for North Perth (Dr.
MceWilliams), on the ground of military
service outside the State; and for one
fortnight to the member for Yilgarn (Mr.
Oats), on the ground of illuess.

SUPPLY BILL, ASSENT.

Message from the Goverwor read,
assenting to Supply Bill.

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.
SIXTH DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous day.

Mz. T. HAYWARD (Bunbury): On
account of the attacks made on myself
and others by members on the Opposition
side of the House, I feel it incumbent on
me to make some explanation of the
position I now hold. During the last
election I made certain pledges, and under
those pledges I felt called upon to take
my seat on the Opposition side of the
House. Since then, through certain
circumstances, I have been relieved from
those pledges, and am now quite indepen-
dent, and as I am in accord with the
present Government policy, I have taken
my seat on this side of the House.
[Applause on Government benches.]
That, I think, is the only explanation I
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huve to give, but I would like to make a -
few remarks on certain Government pro- |

osals, the first being in regard to the .

arbour trusts. As I have been acting for
tany years as a shipping ugent, I have
long seen the disad vantages of our present
system. We have had divided authority
with regard to harbours, jetties, railways,
and the Public Works Department. That
has led to a great deal of friction, and to
much loss and annoyance to all voncerned.
Iam glad indeed to see this proposal to
place harbours under harbour trusts.
That system succeeded very well in the
other Stutes, and I am certain it will also
be guccessful here. Y should also like to
make a few remarks upon our present
system of education, which I am pleased
to see it is proposed to improve. I think
our present system only supplies, as a
general rule, “ counter jumpers * and men
of that sort. I believe these people are
now not greatly in demand, and it is very
likely that before long we shall see them
swelling the ranks of the unemployed.
Tt is necessary to give every inducement
to the rising generation to become pro-
ducers, whether they live in the town or
in the country. In relation to the in.
habitants generally, I think that the
techuical education which it is proposed
to establish, and which is to a certain
extent in forece at the present time, is
well calculated to induce many of the
young men or boys of these days to turn
their attention to trades, and it is deair-
able to have manufactories established in
our midst which will meet our present
demands, instead of having to import
everything we use. The same applies to
agricultural education. Bors i the
country districts need to receive a certain
amount of agricultural education, and
this would be the meuns very often of
giving them greater interest in farming
and inducing them to settle on our land,
instead of gravitating towards the towns,
as they do now to a great extent.
I should also like to see the system
which is adopted in New Zealund, and
which is already in operation bere
to a certain extent. I allude to the
establishment of experimental farms, and
also dairy farms, whereby the people in
the bush may bLe taught all scientific
means of making butter and cheese.
The same applivs to a certain extent 1o
girls in vur schouls.
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big girls in the schools are taught cooking,
and also all houschold work. I wasata
school in the north of England where

' there were upwards of 900 students, boys

and girls. The boys were all taught

! some trade, and I saw as good cabinet-

work terned out as is produced in a
shop. They teach them all kinds of
work, even scrubbing floors. It was a
very common thing for a person to go to
the superintendent and say, “I do not
want to scrub floors. It i8 infra dig.”
But the master replied that they must
comply with the regulations, or go some-
where else. These children were all
taught to make bread, to cook a dinner,
and things of that sort. I think that
very few girls who leave our schools have
been taught to do that sort of work, and
I should very much like to see the system
curried aut. There is one amendment I
would very much like to see in the Gov-
ernment programme, and that is a
proposal for the commencement of the
first section of the Collie-Goldfields rail-
way.—[Mgr. Ewina: Hear, hear.]—I
sincerely hope that befors the session is
closed the Government will be in a position
to bring forward a Bill to carry that out.
It is not my intention to occupy the time
of the House for any greater lengih this
evening. I hope the debate will not be
prolonged as we all want to get on with
the real business of the session and not
to lose much time. I would ask mem-
bers on both sides of the House fo do
all that is possible to insure stability of
Government and to carry out legislation
that will benefit their counstituents, the
State and the Commonwealth, of which
we now form part.

Mer. MORAN (West Perth): It is
almost a pity that we could not have
arranged to have had this debate, the
general one, as well as the vote on the
question of railway administration, at
one and the game time. I want to sav at
oace that in consequence of the intima-
tion of the Speaker, that members would
ba confined strictly to the amendment in
speaking, I find it necessary to address
the House again. I should have pre-
ferred to bave had a general discussion
on the politics of the ¢country, as put for-
ward in the Speech. 1 think, however,
it is a pleasure that we have the vote
on the amendment over, for unything we
row say cannot be lovked upon in the



Address-in-reply :

light of special pleading to obtain votes.
We can 1001( on matters fl'O]Il a ¢ommon
ground, and with the idea and the de-
termination to place before the House a
clear programme, and lay down the
course, not only for this session, but as
justification for the future. There is
nothing to refer to in the speech of the
Coloniul Secretary in desling with the

railway system, except that he claims -

some honour and acumen for the discovery
of the June expenditure, which had
mounted from somewhere in the region of
£100,000 to over £200,000. Mr. Rason
made a statement to the House that this
had not been heard of before, and this
Minister challenged me, in an interjec-
tion, that if I could point to anything
like it or equal to it, he would be very
much surprised. I intend to quote the
hon. mewber's own figures and ask him to
be surprised then. The hon. member
has pointed out that many years before
there wus a more extraordinary expendi-
ture incurred.

Tae MinisTER FOBR WORKS:
same circumstances ¥

Mr. MORAN: We shall come to the
hon. member presently. 1 do not want
to misrepresent any DMinister whatever,
All we want is a clear basis to argue
upon. I do not want to build up the hon.
wember’s case on purpose to kmock it
down again. Indealing with the remarks
of Mmisters, T shall endeavour to guote
them as exactly us I can from notes tuken
when members have been speaking, and
verified from the speeches as reported in
the daily newspapers, which, in the main
features, are generally correct. I just
wish, in passing, to make one reference to
explain that which was given by the State
Treasurer in dealing with the stores
account. I do say there is no other mat-
ter in cunnection with the finances of the
country so difficult to get a clear hang of
as the stores account. It appears in the
balance-sheet, as has been stated, as cash.
‘We are informed that we have reached a
time when the present Government intend
to write the stores account down by
£48,000, T think that is correct—to
wrile it down for the depreciation of
stock. If I am misquating the Treasurer,
I shall only be too pleased if he will
correct me. 1 understand it to be the
intention of the Govermnent to apply
out of the surplus so much inomey

In the

(30 Jury, 1902.)

Sizth day. 281
to cover depreciation of stock in the Gov-
ernment stores. That is a fair statement,
of the affair. The Government had paid
to them by the people of the State during
the last financial year something like, let
us say, £3,600,000 cash. That was paid
to the Government of the country, and
the Government announced that there
was a surplus of £170,000 or thereabouts,
and afterwards they stated the surplus
would be reduced, to cover depreciation of

' Glovermnent stores, by £48,000. That is

the intention, is that correct ?

Tere TreasvRER: Hardly so. I have
had one attempt to explain, and I will try
to have another.

Mr. MORAN: No explanation is
necessary. Is the depreciation of Govern-
ment stores £48,000°7

TeE TreasgrEe: I do not know until
I have yone into the matter fully. I say
what I know to be an absolute fact. We
had a return preparcd, and it appears, I
think, that £48,000 was the total depre-
ciation. That will be taken irom the
surplus, which now amounts to about
£170,000,

Mr. MORAN: Then 1 am about
correct. This £48,000 means obsolete
stock in the Rovernment stores, and that
amount it is proposed to deal with out of
the present surplus. Where 1sit? The
money has been taken from the surplus
to be applied—to what account? The
Goveroment have cash, and what are
they guing to do with it? That is a fair
question. They have received the money ;
where are they going to place the 48,000
sovereigns ¥ Are they going to place
them to the credit of the stores account
or to the debit of the stores account,
whichever they like ? Are they going to
give the money to the stores department to
purchase new goods to replace the obsolete
stock? The money must be accounted
for somehow. Writing down the stock
by. £48,000 does not account for it.
That money is under the control of the
State Treasurer to do something with.
In justice to the stores aceount, that
money should be given to the Govern-
ment Storekeeper with which to buy new
stock.

M=z. Hoprins: Perhaps he has already
spent it.

Me. MORAN: He could not have
spent it, because the Treasurer had the
money a few weeks ago. That money
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should be applied to the purchase of new
stores.

Me. Daerrse: The money never
existed.
Me. MORAN: The member for

Subtaco says the money never existed.
If the people paid £3,600,000 to the credit
of the country in cash, the money must
have existed somewhere.

of the balance.
Me. MORAN: The State Treasurer said
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he was going to apply part of the balance .

for the purchase of new stock, I suppose
to put the stores on a satisfactory basis.
If that be so, the question arises in our
minds, is this new stock required, or

when will it be required ; and if new stock -

iz not purchased at once—if the money is
not required just now—what is going to
be dene with the surplus in the mean-
time? The ordinury expenditure of the
State last year covered all the services
and statutory debts amounting to
£170,000 less than the money received.
That money will be in the hands
of the Treasurer to do sometbing
with. He has to show what he has done
with it. The stores may not be required

Siath day.

represented by the full price paid for it;
but, on the other hand, if we took these
rails, which cost, say theoretically, £4 per
ton and sold them for £6 without using
them, then we should make a cash profit
which would go to the profit of the stores
account. The only time when #e have
depreciation or a case of obsolete stock is

. . when we cannot use (Government stores,
Me. Dacuise: But this was not part

and place them on the open market o be
sold for wbat they will feich.

Mg. ILuikGworTH : And then we debit
the loss.

Mr. MORAN: Then we debit the
loss; and that is the proper time to do
g0, not now. I am glud the hon. member
agrees with me. I trust we are not
endeavouring to score points, but to get
these finances on a satisfactory basis; so
we may come to the conclusion that there
is perhaps too wuch made at the present

. moment of depreciation of stores and

for some time, and that brings us to the
question as to what is the meaning of

depreciation, ecovering a number of years,
in the Government stores ; and is anything
allowed for appreciation? Some time
ago the State made a large purchase of
steel rails and iron, which afterwards went
up in value.

Mr. TrrivgworrE: Hear, bear.

Ma. MORAN: In taking out the
account for Government stores, in taking
stock, will the Goverpment allow the
increased value of the mails, above what
was paid, £4 per ton ?

Me., InLingwoRTH : Hear, hear.

Me. MORAN: Would they? I
angwer, no.

Me. IvvivgwortH: In the Treasury
there is neither profit nor loss.

Mr. MORAN: That is so; and why?
Simply because they buy, say, rails to do
a certain work; that work 18 done with
the rails, which are worth no more and
no less to the Government if they are
used. So, as regards this question of
Government stores and depreciation of
stock, .the point is that if we put the
article to the use for which it was bought,

stock. Only in the future will the diffi-
culty be elucidated. When we deal with
stock-in-hand, using it for the purpose
for which it was bought, then we must
debit it and eredit it at the exast value
at which it stands in the bpoks.

Mge. ILLiNeworTH: And in the depart-
ment to which it belongs.

Mg. MORAN: And in the department
to which it belongs—quite so. The
railways would be debited with the cost
of the rails as they were purchased—
cartainly not debited with the appreciated
value of the rails at £6 a ton if sold at

. that higher price. . That would be unfair

to the railways. This is the point I wish
to make, and I beliéve this is happening
to-day. The railways should not be
allowed to take stock out of Government
stores, and to debit themselves with only
50 per cent. of its cost, on the plea that
it has depreciated in wvalue, and still to
use it for original work. I believe that
is done to-day. Supposing that several
years ago the railways purchased £50,000
worth of stock in ordinary course, I say
00 man can guarantee when a thing will
become obsolete—the rush and roar of
trade, the progress of invention, the flue-
tuation in the cost of irom, may cause
great differences in value. But if the rail-

. ways ordered say £50,000 worth of rails

a few years ugo, which they did not then
use, and which they now wish to use for
the identical purpose for which the stock

it ought to stand in our books at the value ' was originally purchased, they say to the
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Government Storekeeper, *“ We refuse to | once that it bore certain evidences of

take that stuff unless you give it us at

its present market value.”” That is beiug
done.

How. F. H. P1esse: No; hardly.

TrE TrEASURER: No.

Mr. IvuivaworTH: The appreciation
is all right, but not the depreciation.

Mr. MORAN : If the railways can say
that to the Government Storekeeper

Tae TreasureEr: They have to take
the stock at cost price.

Me. MORAN: But they will not take
it, except at its market value.

THEe TREssURER: They are not doing
thaut. It is charged to the Railway
Department at cost price.

Mz. MORAN: If 1t be charged to the
Railway Department at cost price, then
the proposition I have previously
eounciated stands unfouched. If an
article be used, it must be debited at the
original cost; and as regards utility, there
is no appreciation or depreciation, except
of course the ordinary wear and tear of
gtuff in use—an altogether different
problem, and covered by an altogether
different vote, I mean the provision made
on the forthcoming Estimates for main-
tenance and repair of rolling-stock.

Me. Hopgins: Suppese they have
ordered stock which they do not want?

Mr. MORAN: Then the stock must
be sold in the open market; and the
sooner the better, Credit the account
with the amount you get ; and, I suppose,
debit revenue.

Me. IruineworTH: That is what the
Treasurer proposes to do with the
£48,000.

Mzr. MORAN: Of course; I under-
stand that thoroughly, We know it is
problematical whether the amount to be
written off is 4£48,000, £28,000, or
£108,000. It would have been impossible
for the present State Treasurer carefully
to take stock since he has been in office;
and I suppose it is probable he is nearer
the correct amount than anybody making
a rough pguess without baving the same
official facilities for geiting the informa.
tion. If the amount be only £48,000, I
shall not be dissatisfied, nor I am sure
will any other member. Now we come
to the elaborate and carefully-prepared
speech of the present Minister for Works
and Railways (Hon. C. H. Rason) in
defence of his position. And let mesayat

special pleading. I maintain, when a
gentleman rises to defend his party and
his views, he must be a special pleader;
and so far as I am personally concerned,
I listened with great pleasure to and
recgivedl much information from the well
thought out and well-delivered speech of
the Minigter. And it s a credit to the
House uand an advantage, too, that
Ministers and others making similar
statements should prepare thewn before-
hand, and give them in such a lucid and
straightforward manner. At the same
time, there was in the speech one blemish
—unintentional, intentional, or caused by
a desire to “‘put the best leg Forward.”
The Minister was not quite fair in quot-
ing the New South Wales rates, as was
clearly evidenced in the letter over the
nom de plume of “ Fishplate” which ap-
peared in the West Australian, and was
written I do not know by whom. Ido
not think it fuir to ask the proprietor of
that paper or the leader of the Opposi-
tion (its business manager) to divulge
the writer’s name.

Mr. Tavior: It would be useless if
you did.

Mr. MORAN: We might just as well
retort to the Minister that he shonld give
us the purport of conversations in
Cabinet. Jt is sufficient that it waga
very able letter, and showed a grasp of
the situation which entitles that writer,
whenever he writes again, to be treated
with the greatest respect —a most instruc-
tive letter, and ome which completely
took the wind out of the Minister's sails;
for he had led this House to understand,
and had given his word of honour, that
there was nothing in the New South
Wales rates

Tre Mivisrer ror Worgs: Pardon
me. The rutes which I quoted were
special rates. I quoted different classes
of rates, and said in regard to those
classes that all the informatien I had
at my disposal showed they would com-
pare favourably with the New South
Wales rates.

Mge. Naxson: Per single mile ?

Tae MivisTer FoR Works: No; for
400 miles.

M=s. MORAN : I do not wish at all to
pin down the Miuister.

Tre Mmisrer ror WoORKS:
to be pinned down.

I wish
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Mz. MORAN : I do not wish to make
the point that tbe Minister deliberately
concealed from the House some informa-
tion which he knew would be injurious
to his case; but he led the House to
understand—or we in Opposition nnder-
stood—that there was no difference
between the charges for carriage of
agricultural produce and goldfields stnff
in New South Wales and the rates in any
of the other States.

MeuBER : That was the inference.

Mu. MORAN: T think it was. We
now have the mformation; and if the
Minister did leave that impression, he
has since admitted that what is written
by < Fishplate” is correct.

Tee MiNisTER For Worgs: No, no.

Me. MORAN: Then the Minister still
maintaing that the rates for the carriage
of agriculturul produce in New SBouth
Wales are as favourable to his argument
as those in Victoria and South Australia?

Tur MinisTER FOR WoRES: The rates
I guoted are absolutely correct.

Mr. MORAN: And the rates quoted
by “Fishplate” also are absolutely
correct ?

Trg Minisrer ror WoORKS:
not in a position to say.

Mr. Hoprins: That proves the whole
story.

Mr. MORAN: Tt proves that if you
take one portion of our rate-book and
compare it with the New South Wales
book, you may prove your case; and
somebody else with another section of
the rate-book may prove another case.

M. Hopxrxs: That is right. Bach
one works it out to suit himself.

Mge. MORAN: And therefore it is for
the House invariably to look all round
the subject, and come to a conclusion
whether the rates in Western Australia
are on the whole as fair to our big in-
dustries as are the rates of New South
‘Wales to the industries of that country.
Anyhow, the Minister admits thut the
A, B, and C rates in New South Wales
are about equal to the same rates in
Quensland and Victoria. That is quite
right. But when we come down to
concrete facts, and the haulage of certain
materials which largely affect the case of
Western Australia, we find, for instance,
that the rates for the haulage of ore in
New South Wales are infinitely lower
than in Western Australia; and that isa

1 am
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big item, for our railways haul large
quantities of coul and all sorts of mineral
ores. And considering that we bring
back s0 many empty trucks from the
goldfields, may we not, with justice, give
the New South Wales rates a trial for
the carringe of ores and of coal over
similar distances? I will admit, as is
ouly fair, that we must have due regard
to the wages paid on the two railway
systems. That is always a governing
factor. It is not fair to take the rate
simply ; because we pay higher wages in
Western Australia, for the rveason that
the cost of living is higher,

Mgr. Horrine: And the New South
Wales railway stations on the Bourke line
are forty miles apart.

Mr. MORAN: A very good point.
We are smothered up with staff stations
on the road from here to the goldfields;
whereas in New South Wales the stations
are forty miles apart. But I think, taking
all thinygw into consideration, we have a lot
to learn from New South Wales in
reference to the baulage of agricultural
produce to our goldfields and the haulage
of ores from the fields to Fremantle; and
my only desire is to assist the Govern-
ment in rearranging the rate-book. And
if they do that, if they agree to a fair
mediom, I am prepared to wish them a
long life and long continuance in office.
That is all. Now, I must put in a plea
on behalf of the old Administration, and
a word of warning to members of this
House—those in Opposition particularly
—as to what may bappen in June next.
The Minister for Works drew speecial
attention to the desiruction of 10 or 11
engines, and the total destiruction of, I
think, 101 trucks, and the very dila.Pi-
dated state of 1,000 odd trucks which
required repairs. The loss of the 11
rallway engines was debited against the
year just gome, and half the cost of
repairing the 1,000 odd trucks was
debited against that year also. I am
glad I am speaking correctly. The
Minister signifies. his agreement with
me. This is a fair statement of the
case.

Trr Mmister roB Works: The
losses occurred in the preceding year.

Mep. MORAN: Well, I am glad you
help me along with my argument. The
loss of the engines and the trucks
occurred ai the same time; but the



Addresa-in-reply :

depreciation of the 1,000 0dd trucks went
oo for several years. Yet, notwithstand.-
ing this, unfortunate 1901-2 had to bear
the whole burden; and it should not he
absent fromm our minds in this House
that piling up all this liability, while in
itself » merit, could not but help to
bolster up the cause of the increase of
railway rates. 1 do not accuse the
Government of doing this intentionally;
but I ask the House, was it not a happy
coincidence for Ministers that these
things happened, that they had a surplus
revenue, that they could debit all these
items against the yeur just gone, in order
to help their case for increasing the
railway rates ¥

Mr. J. J. Houmes: Long before the
rates were increased, we told the House
we proposed to do it,

Me. MORAN : Quite so.
done.

Me. Dramonp : What else could you
do? You could not debit those items to
the previous years for which accounts
were closed.

Mge. MORAN : That is just what yon
could bave done; and I will tell you how,
Our railways paid into the general revenue
of this country some hundreds of thou-
sapds of pounds profits in years gone by.
It was the boast of the old leader of this
House that they did so. It bas been
argued that we did not take particular
care at that time, or as much care as we
should have done, of our rolling-stock.
I say 8o, and have alwayssaid so. AndlI
say also that, having taken the earnings
of these railways and placed them in the
geperal revenue, you had no right to go
back now and charge the railways again
with depreciation of volling-stock. That
is surely a fair charge that they were
robbed of in years gone by, when the
amount was called “ general revenue.”
It is not a fair thing now to pile up the
liability for the repair of 1,100 railwav
trucks against one vear, 1901-.2, nor is it
a fair thing to debit the loss of 11 rail-
way engines and 101 trucks against this
one year, although it did come to lightin
this particular vear. But whatever
shadow of doubt there may be as to
debiting railwey engines and lost trucks
against the financial year 1901, there can
be no doubt that those thousand aund odd
trucks were geveral years in getting into
disrepair, and in those years what they

It has been
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paid as profits into the revenue in this
country they paid wrongly. The railways
were robbed of that revenue, and it should
have been placed back against their
depreciation, I take it that is a fair
proposition. The result is this, that as
far as 1901-2 is concerned all the old
linbilities have been piled against that
year, and the earnings made to look bad.
Parther than this, I have another
point. The ex-Minister for Railways
informed us that it wue only about
the middle of June a tremendous
heap of indents came in, amounting
to something like £100,000 or £80,000-—
it does not matter what the sum was for
the sake of argument. Early in the
month of June the Minister thought the
month’s expenditure would be £120,000,
but before the menth passed over his
head he discovered himself with an
addition to the amount of £100,000
because of more vouchers coming to hand.
Here is another point, and I make this
remark now to get it on the records of
Hansard, because I am going to watch
what will happen in the Railway Depart-
ment very closely, for I am afraid the
Minister will have a tremendous advan-
tage in the next twelve monthe which he
will never get again—[MINISTER FOR
Woeks: Hear, hear]—that is, to wipe
out the whole of the liabilities of the past
and present, and also, I muintain, some
that are to come. Heis giving himself
the benefit of a lot of new stock which is
charged to the year 1901-2, but will only
get into use in the next twelve months,
This brings me to the point that I am not
content that the new Commissioner should
have any sach advantage, and T am not
content to take the challenge of the
Ministry to give Mr. George his trial on
one year's administration only. I will
admit this, that if he, with all these

; advantages and this wiping up of all

liabilities and a fair start and a clean
sheet, as his chief calls it, makes a failure
in the next twelve raonths, then he will
be doubly condemned. [f he makes a
success, then I shall say, ““You had an
unfair start at the beginning: you did
not take your fair share of liabilities.,” I
am not wishing to do anything unfair ab
all. Tf he has a good year I ghall say to
him, T shall know better what you are
worth when you bave carried on the
linbilities of this railway system from
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this year to the next year, and have
adopted that system for two years.”
Probably if we looked into the matter in
an absolutely impartial way, it might be
fairer to blame than to praise him for the
next twelve months.

Mgz. DiamMonp : If he debits losses and
depreciations to the current year, how
can he go wrong?

Mer. MORAN : T hope he will so debit
them; but do not forget whether it is fair
to charge all this which has come to hand
to the past year. The hon. gentleman
says he has done so, but he asserts that
it only came to hand on the last day of
June.

Mg. DiaMonD : But it is new stock.

Mzr. MORAN: That is a problem.
New stock is not to replace old stock in
all cases. If the business of the country
le increasing, it is probably new expen.
diture allogether, and you will debit it
against the year 1902 and have the use of
it for 1803.

Tae MisieTer ror Works: Not the
whole, There is coal. You should not
contend it is all rolling-stock.

Me. MORAN: J am not doing so. I
am referring to rolling-stock, and surely
the public accounts will show how much
of the amount is for rolling-stock and how
much for ecoal. I am not prepared to
accept it ag a fair liability against the
new year.

Mr. Dramonop : It is charged as invest-
ment in stock. It is not expenses.

Me. MORAN : What are investments
in stock, if not expenses ?

Mr. Diamoxp: Investments in new
stock are not expenses; certainly not the
same as wages.

Mr. MORAN: I asked the Minister
the other night, und he said they were not
for loan purposes by any means. If they
were, whyis he paying them out of theJune
revenue’ What makes up the hundred
thousand and odd pounds for June?
Vouchers to hand. The only thing the
Minister has condescended to tell us is
that some of this is for coal; some paltry
amounts, What where these vouchers ¥
Perhaps we shall learn later on. 'We
must watch carefully that the year 1902
is not unfairly loaded with expenditure,

and that it does not give a cover for |

raising the railway rates in Western
Australia.
unjust one.
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point farther. I have given my opinions
ag straightforwardly as I can, and I
wish to abide by them, so that if T have
the honour and privilege of being here in
12 months time, 1 may look back and
say, “I was right” or 1 was wrong,”
and in order that the Ministry may say,
“ You were right,” or * You wure wrong."
There is no animus or bias in the matterone
way or the other. Coming to the statement
of the Minister for Ratlways that this
June expenditure was an extraordinary
one and could not have been foreseen, I
think I interjected that it was not an
extraordinary one, inasmuch as it had
occurred every year before to a larger or
smaller degree, and something extrva was
always added in June. I can guote one
year when a very much more extraor-
dinary expenditure took place, and under
the same circumstances, as far as my
memory tells me, and, if it was not, there
is a good opportunity for the Minister to
point out where they differed. In June,
1897, the ordinary expenditure of the
month was £40,000 — I am quoting
absolutely from memory, and I think I
am correct—and ihe amount was raised
by extraordinary payments to £240,000.
I think that is about 250 per cent.; soa
much more extraordinary June expendi-
ture occurred in the old days in Western
Australia than has oeccurred this year;
and what has occurred year after vear,
and happened to such an extraordinary
extent in one year, should not have come
with such a surprising shock on the
vnoffending head of the ex-Minister for
Railways, if he had known his business
and had been looking through the reports
for the last eight or ten years. I willsa

this, that he was, s0 to speak, in a whirl-
wind of fighting and had not a fair chunce.
I am not going to attack the hon. gentle-
wan or expect any Minister of Railways,
untrained or not knowing the circum-
stances, to go into the office and become
a genius of management in six months.
Not tor a moment do I wish to blame the
hon. gentleman. I think he has just as
much ability and intelligence as any
other member of the Assembly. That is
my opinion of him, but I find fault with
him for raising the rates. That is an
executive act for which his want of
experience does not count. His want of
experience should have led him probably
to leave the matter alone until Parliament
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met. His want of experience does not
justify the appointment of a Commis-
sioner of Railways to alter the whole
gystem of the Western Australian rail-
ways. These are the two faults I raise
againet that bon. gentleman—his increas-
ing the rates and his entering info that
extraordinary agreement with Mr. George
for ten years' service.

Mg. Diamonp: The Minister does not
know where the agreement is.

Mr. MORAN: Mr. George knows
where it is.  He bas not lost bis copy, if
we have lost ours. Anotber charge
against the Ministry was that the agree-
ment should have been published some
time ago, ere Parliament met, so that the
public should have an opportunity of
discussing it; but that was not done.
According to parliamentary etiquette the
agreement. should bave been laid on the
table of the House when Parliament first
met. Such a horrible act as appointing a
man under the circumstances existing
has never arisen previously.

M=. Hopxins: I do not know about
horrible acts. We have had some hor-
rible men.

Mr. MORAN: Do not let us convert
this into a chamber of horrors, anyhow.
That is the position, and an extraordinary
one it is, that the new Commissioner ts
appointed and has a fixity of tenure high
above our heads for six years. He will
have charge of the railways for five years,
whether they are managed or mis-
managed, good, bad, or indifferent, and
if the Government do not like him, they
can, at the end of that term, give him
12 months' full pay to go to Kogland.

Mzr. Inuivoworrm : Is it nof like the
case of Mr. O’Connor? Mr. O’Connor
was appointed on a long engagement
during recess.

Mg. MORAN: Yes; bul the appoint-
ment of an Engineer-in-Chief in Western
Australia engaged the attention of mem-
bers of this Assembly. It was part of
the policy of Western Australia as agreed
to by this Tegislative Chamber. The
appointment of a Commissioner of Rail-
ways above the people and the Parliament
way never sanctioned by this House, and
was never part of the policy of any party
receiving the sanction of the country to
do it. What I complain of was done
before sanction was obtained, and, as the
Premier says, the House has justified it
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by the vote last night. It has: It has
received the sanction of Parliamment now,
and the Ministry have been thoroughly
justified in their own eyes,

Mg. TayrLor: What about the coun-
try?

Mz. MORAN: That has never been
considered.

Me. Hoprins: There were a lot of
members returned at the last general
election to support the Commissioner
system.

Mzs. MORAN : Then we come to this
position, that there were a lot of members
elected at the last elections to support
the Commissioner system.

Mze. TInningworTH: I was elected to
oppose it.

M=z. MORAN: Very well. What do
we find in the apeech of the Premier on
this point ? Here is & quotation of his
own words, taken down by me when he
was speaking, and afterwards verified, as
I have said, by the morning papers. I
want to give o most unqualified and em-
phatic denial to an unfair statement made
by the Premier last night. This is what
he said :—

Since the debate had been in progress, there
had been a unapimous expression of opimion
that Mr. George was a most fit man for the
position,

Those are the exact words.
go?

MivisreErraL MEMBERS : Yes.

Mr. MORAN: Speaking on behalf
of the leader of the Opposition, who
cannot address the House on the question
again, and reaffirming what I myself have
said, renttering what has been uttered by
many members on this {Opposition) side
of the House, I give that statement a flat
and unqualified contradietion.

Mg. Dramorn: Oh, don’t be so nasty
with the Government,

Mr. MORAN: One cannot, as hon.
members opposite know, alwavs follow
“brute majorities” in seeking common
sense. I have heard no member on this
side of the House make such a statement,
except it be the member for East Kim-
berley (Mr. Connor). That hon. member
gives Mr. George’s appointment his un-
qualified approval ; but he spoke only for
himself, and as “one swallow does not
make a summer,” neither does the utier-
ance of one Opposition member consti-
tute a unanimous expression of opinion

Now, is that
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from the Opposition as & body. If there
be any unanimity at all on this side of
the House-—and there is not too much
unanimity in regard to railway matterson
either side of the House, unanimity on
railway matters not being characteristic
of any party just now—if there be any-
thing in which this side of the House is
nnanimous, it is that, so far as the official
head and the main body of members of
this party are concerned, they are entirely
in favour of buying the best railway
expert in the world, even at a sum of
three, four, or five thousand pounds per
annum. Farther, the leader of the
Opposition has stated that if he succeeded
to power he would immediately dispense
with Mr. George’s services at whatever
cost to the country, making the first loss
the best loss, and obtain a better man.
There is a risk in making such a state-
ment, even as there is an advantage in
making it.

MrwvisteriaL, MeMBER: Your leader
knows be has not the power.

Mz. MORAN: If Mr. George’s
appointment should prove a success—and
I do hope it will; Mr. George hus my
best wishes; I have nothing whatever
againat him—we members of the Uppo-
gition will be proved lacking in our
estimate of human character and our
judgment of the best man for the position.
It will be a fair retort for the Govern-
ment to say to us, “If you had had your
way, the State would not have had this
good man for the position of Commis-
sioner of Railways.” We shall be in the
same position as members now in posses-
sion of the Goveroment benches who,
haviog in season and out of season opposed
the Coolgardie Water Scheme, have
latterly fouud themselves compelled to
admit that they were in the wrong.

Me. ILniveworTH: 1 have never vet
admitted that.

Mr. MORAN: Surely, there is nothing
more worthy in a public man than that
he should have the courage of forming
heliefs and stating them. I do hate a
* crawfisher '—a man with no opinions
of his own, with no dispnsition to express
an open or candid belief, always leaving
bimself a loophole to get out on either
side, as the cat may happen to jump in the
end. So far as I am concerned, I do not
consider Mr. George's special cupabilities
such as to warrant the Government in

[ASSEMBLY.]

I

Sixth day.

pickiog him out for the position he now
bolds; and tbis is quite apart from the
politicul aspect of the appointment. It
18 my opinion that Mr. George has not

: the requisite capabilities for the position.

I may be right or I may be wrong.
At present I desire mere{y to give a
denial to the statement of the Premier,
which denial T hope and believe the hon,
gentleman will accept. Turning now to
consider the case of those members who
were elected to support the appointment
of a Board of Commissioners, I ask the
House to histen to what the Premier said
last night . —

Under the old system they had a railway
expert as manager, and a Minister. The
Opposition now wanted to go back to that

position. He pointed out that some Ministers
had devoted yeare of their livea—-

Those are the exact words—

years of their lives to a resultless effort to deal
with a bopeless position.

That is an absolutely fair statement of
the position. T have to point out that
such members as are in favour of a Board
of Commissioners cannot be supporters of
the present Government. Why? Because
the very Premier who devoted half an
hour te proving that control by a Minister
had been an absolute failure for the last
12 years, advances as his latest proposal,
and I presume as portion of his railwey
policy, an intention to leave the Minister
in full control, with Mr. George as general
manager. The Premier greatly laboured
the point, with a desire to prove that
what had been done by the Government
in order to remove the railways from the
Ministerial control—to which control, be
it noted, some good men had fruitlessly
given their undivided efforts; which
control had proved so great a failure for
12 years—was 1o be nullified! Notwith-
standing all the considerations mentioned,
the Premier tells this House that it is
the intention of the Q(overnment to
appoint three Commissioners. For, be it
observed, last night the hon. gentleman
said “one or three Commissioners.” He
is giving way on the point of three Com-
missioners. Probably the Premier is
wise in yielding. But I have to point
out that in the Governor's Speech, as
laid before this House, the whole pro-
position clearly still remains. The latest
move of the Government is towards the

old condition of affairs. * For,” saysthe
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Premier, “ the contrel of rutlway rates
will be left with the Minister as hereto-
fore, and the control of the railway
employees will remain with the Minister
and this House as heretofore.” Take out
the public who pay rates, take out the
men who work the railways, and what is
left ?

Mg, Horprins: That has been the
custom wherever the system has obiained.

Mgr. MORAN: We are dealing with
Western Australia just now; and T say
all that will remain for the control of the
Commissioner will be the steel rails and
the sleepers. Mr. Gteorge being a bit of
an expert in iron—I will admit he is
that—is thus provided with full and
fitting employment in looking after the
rails and bolts and nuts in our railway
gystera ; since Parliament will look after
the men, look after the public, and look
after the rates.

Tre PremEer: You consider Mr.
George fully gqualified to do the only
thing he will have a chance of doing ?

2. MOKAN: I do not deny Mr.
George a certain measure of ability in
the handling of iron, nor do I deny him
a knowledge of iron. But here 18 the
position. I wish to show how the
Premier last night upset his own case
when he spent so much time and
devoted so much close argument to prove
what a horrible state of affairs we have
got inte in Western Australia, with the
railways under the control of a Minister
and a General Manager. For the hon.
gentleman comes down to the House and
says—and some of his supporters, I may
remark, bave said the same-—* Things
will be the same as before. We are still
going to have a Minister for Railways
and a General Manager of Railways. We
are geing to call the General Manager
‘ Commissioner of Railways’; that is all
the difference.” 'This, it seems to me, is
a fair statement of the position of the
Government. That the Premier has
used those words is not denied; neither
do Ministers repudiate their intention as I
have expressed it. Why have the Gov-
ernment come down so mightily from
their first proposition of independent
Commissivners to the poor proposition of
possibly one Commissioner who is to be
deprived of the control of rates and the
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want to know the time you must ask a
policeman—why the Government have
“crawfished,”’ I advise them to ask the
Labour party, and they will speedily
learn. (Laughter.)

Me, TavLor: Hear, hear, old man'!

Me. MORAN : I now propose to touch
on a matter of great delicacy to myself
and also to the House, and that is the
dethronement, or, better, the displace-
ment, of Mr. Pennefather fromn the
position of Judge of the Supreme Court
of Western Australia. Let me deal with
the matter in as unbiassed a manner as
possible, without touching on, or men-
tioning, or even glancing at what is known
as the Bpear-Parker case. I wish to deal
with this matter simply as a public man.
I say now what I have said privately toa
certain Minister, who still feels deeply
that neither himself nor the Cabinet of
which he was 2 member have been con-
sidered competent to select a man for
one of the highest judicial positions in
the land. That is the standpoint from
which I shall treat the matter. I do not
think that m the history of Australia
there is another instance of an Adminis-
trution receiving such a slap in the face
from its successors ag was administered
to the Throssell Government, who ap-
pointed a Judge of this country, when
the succeeding Government asked that
Judge to step down again. I know of no
parallel instance in Australian history. I
rezenttheaffront publicly,as a publicman;
and T resent it, moreover, as a Minister
who had a share in muaking Mr. Penne-
father's appointment. JI appeal to hon.
members to pay regard to this justifica-
tion of the action of the Cabinet to which
I belonged in selecting Mr. Pennefather
for a Judgeship. I shall deal with the
episode from beginning to end in the
fewest possible words. The man who
placed Mr. Pennefather on the Supreme
Court Bench of Western Australia was
Sir John Forrest, a man honoured in his
own land as the first of West Aus-
tralians

Tue Prexmiir: Hear, hear,

Me. MORAN: And honoured in the
Commonweath of Australis at the present
day as one of the first Australians ever
born, a man of whomn Mr. Kingston has
said in the Federal House of Representa-
tives, ** He is the noblest West Australian
of them all, and West Australians are
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proud of him.” And so weare. [SeveEraL
MemBERS: Hear, hear.] But, farther,
Sir John Forrest is & man who wears the
bighest honours which his country can

give him—the highest honours which, in |

a human sense, are attainuble. Sir John

Forrest has been decorated with the |

highest honours flowing from the fountain
of coustitutional honour, his Sovereign ;
he has received the highest honours
which can be paid to a statesman. Such
is the man who appointed Mr. Penne-
father to the Supreme Court Bench of
Western Australia. However, Sir John
Forrest has not bLeen considered worthy
to make such an appointment, for those
who came after him have said, in effect,
* We are the better judges of who should
be on the Supreme Court Bench.” I
regret this exceedingly. T regret it for
two reasons. The first and foremost is
that the removal of Mr. Pennefather
constitutes the first instance in the history
of Australia of the baneful influence of
politics being allowed to touch, or rather
contaminate, appointments to the Judicial
Bench. In advancing these coutentions
T am saying nothing derogatory to

Parker, whom 1 consider even better
fitted for the position than Mr. Penne-
father. At the time of the latfer gentle-
man's appointment, however, I for one
clearly nnderstood that Mr. Parker did
not want the appointmeni; that when
approached on the matter some time pre-
viously he bad expressed himself as
undesirous of taking the position. I
may say, also, there is ove lawyer in
Western Australia whom I consider head
and shoulders above everybody else in
point of fitness for a seat on the Supreme
Court Bench. T refer to Mr. Septimus
Burt, of whom I have said during years
gone by in this Assembly—and I say it
now and believe it still —that he is one of
the brightest ornaments of the Bar, and
that when in the fulness of years those
geotlemen who have recently lent such
grace and honour to the position of Chief
Justice have passed away, I should like
to see Mr. Burt hold the highest judicial
office Western Australia can hestow. I
was given clearly to understand that Mr.
Burt would not take a puisne Judgeship,
and did vot want a judicial appointinent
then in any case. I considered at the
time that Mr. Parker’s long years in
Western Australia, as well as his un-
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doubted seniority at the Bar to Mr.
Pennefather, gave him a prior claim. But,
I repeat, I fully understood that Mr.
Parker did not desire just then to take
the position. 1 maintain, therefore, that
the way was clear for any honest man
to obey the request of the great leader
whom he had loved and served for so
many years, when that leader pronounced
Mr. Pennefather in every way qualified
to adorn the Supreme Court Bench of
Western Austraha, Mr. Pennefather
had, at any rate, well and faithfully
served that leader, and the State of
Western Australia as well, for several
years. e had served in this Assembly;
and, as time rolled by, after his first
entrance into this Cbamber, he gained our
respect and esteem move and more. Mr.
Pennefather won, in particular, the esteem
#ad confidence of his great leader, whose
last request—I refuse to be silent on this
point, no matter who else may be silent;
I speak neither for Mr. Pennefather's
sake nor for my own, but for the sake of
the status of the Supreme Court Bench—
whose last request was that Mr. Penne-
father, being in every respuct entitled to
the position, should receive it. Mr.
Pennefather was entitled to a Judgeship
not only by reason of holding the Attor-
ney - Generalship.  Sir John Forrest
clearly said that Mr. Pennefather's judi-
cial abilities, the caly and passionless
aature of his mind in dealing with l:gal
matters, his training, the degvees he had
gained— which certainly are not attain-
able without ubility; degrees which he
had won in Victoria, whence good men
do come—ihat all these guahfications
pave Mr. Pennefather a clear title to ele-
vation to the Supreme Court Bench.
Once there, it was a serious thing for any
Administration succeeding the Govern-
ment that put him there, to take him
down again. Thut is the stand I take.
T am putting the position before the
country at the first opportunity afforded
wme of speaking on this matter, which I
feel sodeeply. Ihad the misfortune to lose
my seat; but mow, at the first oppor-
tunity, I putit to the House to consider
what a grave and serious thing it
was to allow even the shadow of a
suspicion that political influence swayed
appolatments to the ‘Bupreme Court
Benech to be cast over Western Australia.
And what a trail of horrible deeds it bas
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brought in its track, things we would *

have given anything to see undone and
unsald. Look at the pages of Hansard ;

look at the cuvlumns of the newspapers!

Look nt the wounded hearts und homes
and reputations, and would we not wish
all this undone ¥ I think so. Isit nota
serious matter when for the first time we
can say—I do not say it; Iam not going
to say it, but has it not been said all over
the country lately—that political opinions
allowed the Government, who succeeded
the Government of which the member for
Northam was the head, to interfere; to
take off the Bench a prominent political
opponent and to appoint another gentle-
men. If Mr. Parker bad been willing to
fill the position—and let me pause and
tremble before I say a word on a matter
of which I am not competent to judge,
save that lie served well and honourably
at the Bar of Western Australia, as far
as I know. But thatis not the point at
all. If Mr. Buri had come along and said
—that is after Mr. Pennefather hud been
uppointed — that he would take the
position, he should not have been given
the position once Mr. Pennefather had
been appointed. Mr. Pennefather should
not have been removed. I am going a
step farther. I ain going to quote to the
House what the leader of the Govern-
ment said last night, for its bearing on
this matter is of the grea.test importance.
I am going to ask, what is going to be
done in Mr. Pennefather’s case in the
light of what was done in Br. George’s
cage? The Premier said that he might
have prevented the agreement with Mr.
George from being made, as it had not
been signed by the Executive Council, but,
added the Premier, “I would not be a
party to such repudiation.” I do appeal
to the leader of the Government, who has
had an honourable career in this country
bitherto unstained by any blemish or
anyvthing that would cauSe the blush of
shame Lo any man, to say: was uot Mr.
Peanefather a.ppointed to the position?
Had he not been much more frmly fixed
than Mr. George had, whose appointment
had not been ratified by the Executive
Council? The appointment was really
made by one whose age and experience
and long and honourable career in
‘Western Australia fitted him to decide,
in his declining years and with his
roagnificent services to this country, who
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was a fit person to occupy the high and
honourable post of a Judge. If he
was not prepared to decide who was a
proper person to be a Judge, then neither
Mr. Leake nor Mr. James was competent
to do so. Mr. Pennefather had heen
appointed by the Execative Couneil, and
the information had been given to the
House that when the appointment was
made the impression existed that it
was to be a permanent position. If that
mformation has vot alrendy been given
to the House, then I am giving it to
members now. I refer hon. gentlemen to
the Executive Council papers to bear me

“out in what T say. The Premier has said

that he was bound to ratify an appoint-
ment to a minor position ; a position nat
go honourable as that of u Supreme Court
Judge. Will the Premier say that the
then Government were justified in taking
Mr. Pennefather off the Supreme Court
Bench ? I am placing this matter before
the House as temperately and as coolly as
I possibly can. I traduce no man’s
character in the slightest degree. I am
standing up on behalf of iny own position,
I am not authorised to make any state-
ment on this head, nor does 4 man want
authorisation to take an honourable action.
If I never again hold the proud position
which is given to hon. members to liold in
the Australian States, the position of a
Cabinet Minister, if I should never hold
that position again I would not have it
said of me that T was not fit to exercise
due care and caution iu the greatest work
a Cabinet Minister is called on to do.
The Supreme Court is the one ornament
of the British Constitution which bas
never had the least suspicion cast against
it. The Supreme Court Bench wmay be
compared to the Eddystone lighthouse,
or any other lighthouse standing forth as
a bright beacon of hope and guidance
through all political turmoil and trouble
and revolution and party warfare and
social upheaval. The light which blazes
forth from the lopmest part of it gives
hope in the same manner as the Supreme
Court of Great Britain, above the political
turmoil, is the brighlest ornament that
the British can lay claim to. When war-
fare is over, even if we have been rebels,
we can lay claim to justice at the hands
of the Supreme Court Bench. We know
that British justice is ours. It has never
yet been said that we allowed political
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influence to interfere with the Supreme
Court Bench. Every writer to-day points
to the one blemish in the United States,
that in the Supreme Court appointments
political influence is allowed to interfere.
Have we not seen the disclosures of Tam-
many Hall? aad should we wuot hold
them up in horror to avoid? I do most
earnestly hope and trust that this will
never occur again. I am not accusing
the Government. They probably bhave
thought that Mr. Parker was more suited
for the position than Mr. Pennefather;
bat they had no right to take a man
from a position which he held with
honour and distinction when there—and
no one has yet said it was a position he
was not able to fill, having tried him.
His judgments will bear criticism by the
ablest; his actions as a public and pri-
vate citizen are without blemish; and in
his character and disposition and in his
abilities he was a gentleman, a lawyer,
and a man fit to uphold the position.
Have we not heard of the famous round.
robin signed by the legal profession in
Perth, aimed againat the appointment of
one man ? and have we not lived to hear
the majority of those gentlemen say that
they were sorry they signed it? Many of
them have said to me that they were
surry, and if ever again they were asked to
gign such a document they would belong
sorry before they took such a step. In
reading lately the life of Sir John
Macdonald, of Canada, the greatest states-
man outside the British Parliament who
ever lived, whose boast was always that
in political life he tried to cling as closely
as he could to the traditions of the British
Constitution, I came upon a case on
all-fours with the one which we have now
under consideration. Tt was where the
legal profession in a certain district sent
a round-robin to interfere with the
appointment of o Judge for that district.
I came across it in reading his life, and I
thought it very apropos, and I shall con-
clude what I have to say on this point by
giving the quotation. “Sir John,” says
the biographer, “ resented any unsolicited
advice on such matters, even though the
suggestion was good in itself. I remem-
ber well,” says the biographer, * his dis-
plesasure on receiving a pelition signed by
all the barristers of a certain district
praying for the appointment of one of
their number.” “‘This sort of thing,”
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said Sir John, “ js most unseemly.” Was
it mot indiscreet for members of any par-
ticular profession to seek to interfere
with the course of constitutional govern-
ment, in that we have government by the
people, not by a section of the people?
Since a Judge hae to represent all—
not the humblest, not the highest—why,
tberefore, should one section of the
community seek to interfere with the
executive of the Government in its highest
functions ? Thie is all I have to say on
this one topic, and on this very unpleasant
matter. Mr. Pennefather bas my deepest
sympathy in having lost his position. He
has held that high and honourable position
which stamps him for ever as a Judge,
since his judgments remain for ever. 1
appeal on behalf of that gentleman that
he is entitled to the sympathy of every
one in the Assembly; and he is entitled
to the sympathy of the country. I
hope the day is far distant when any-
one shall give room for the slightest
ground of suspicion that there has
been any interference with the appoint-
ment of a Supreme Comrt Judge. I
apologise for having kept the House, on
this one matter, so long, but T desired to
express my opionion, and, having done
that, I leave the matter for ever. On
matters of general politics we cannot sit
here as a dehiberative Assembly without
viewing with concern the increasing
burden in Western Australia. This is
not a party matter, and we cannot but
look with awe on the fact that this
country collected more revenue than
Queepsland, with its diversified interests,
did in 1901.

Tre Premier: You know that Queens-
land bad a very bad time indeed.

Mz. MORAN: The bad time in
Queensland made very little difference in
the revenues against the years before.
Let us say that Queensland last year had
a deficit of £500,000, the fact remains
that we collected more revenue, and
Queencland would require to have just
twice the deficit to approach our position.
I put it seriously to Ministers that some-
one has to face the ordeal in grappling
with the increased Budget placed on the
table of the House. For this reason I
touch lightlv on the food duties, and speak
to my friends, whom I bave helped all I
could, the farming community of Western
Australie. I warn the farming com-
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munity of Western Australia that they
are keeping the sliding acals on to collect
revenue, and they are doing the surest
thing on earth to bring about a land
tax in a few years. If you accustom
a country to a big Budget, the Govern-
ment will get the money from somewhere.
‘We get accustomed to handling milliens,
and if we do not grapple with the expen-
diture and keep down the service, we shall
have a land and income tax proposed in
this House before long. Nobody will
accuse me of ever having said anything
against the farming induoatry of Western
Australia. Coming to the food duties,
out of which we colleet £80,000 or
£90,000, T do say, as I said when the
federal vote was takeun, and as a consistent
protectionist, that the food duties are not
a pennyworth of advantage to Western
Australia. If yon take out the wheat
and the flour and leave the cheese, the
butter, the bacon, and the onions, there is
no protection, for the local article bringa
a better price than the imported one.
And what is the use of protection for the
few years of the sliding scale? It is
not enough to give an industry a start.
‘What is the use of bolstering up an
induostry for a few years when you kmow
it cannot stand on its feet in that time?
Those food duties are an iniquitous tax
on the people at the present day. There
is one means by which we can safely
reduce taxation, even if we come in next
year, or for several vears, with a deficit
equal to the amount of the food dufies.
Even then, I still say food is ahsolutely
too dear in Wesiern Australia. Of
course, we can all labour this backneyed
subject by talking of poor families, and
that sort of thing. Well, gentlemen, in
this case there is absolute truth in it. Is
not meat an an extraordinarily high price?
Has not the blessed Federation terribly
increased the cost of living? "That we
cannot remedy.

Mz. InrninewonrTH : Is not the increase

due to the droughts in the other States?
- Mgr. MORAN: The droughts in the
other States are largely responsible for
the cost of meat; but wmeat is not just
now on the food duty list; and I do not
think the drought in the Bastern States
has wmuch affected other foodstuffs.
And even if the drought in the other
States had raised the price of cheese 200
per cenb, why raise it higher by an
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import duty in Western Australia? No
matter bow dear nor how cheap cheese is,
the burden on the people can be lightened
by removing the duty. In Western
Australin we have po rich. There is a
large number of well-to-do middle-class
people; and the man who keeps up
appearances in town, struggling perhaps
in a Government billet, who is supposed
to wear a certain cut of coat and class
of bat, has his nose much closer to the
grindstone than the man using a pick at
Boulder. I do not believe in the dis-
tinction made by calling manual labourers
exclusively working men. There is much
trouble in families living on £150 or on
£200—a very common wage—to make
ends meet at the close of the month,
because the cost of living is so high. In
South Africa we have now a new com-
petitor entering the field. Many of our
people are gomg there. Let us, by
cheapening the cost of living, try to
attract people to Western Australia, even
if we do wind up with a deficit. Tet us
give them their food as cheaply as we
can, sinee in so doing we are not hurting
any industry, If it were protection to
an industry, the case would be different;
but as it is not, let us strike off the food
duties, and leave the really protective
duties in the sliding-scale for two or
three years, for the benefit of the small
wanufacturer.

Mr. Hastriz: Kindly convert your
leader.

Me. Horrixns: Never mind the leader:
get on to the rest of them (in Opposi-
tion).

Mge. MORAN: Happily, in this matter
we are speaking as independent men,
because it is probably just as hard for
me to convert my leader ag for the hon.
member to convert his,

Tre TrEASURER: A single conversion
is not worth the trouble.

Mgr. MORAN: Not worth the trouble;
and after all I would much rather have
four of the rank-and-file than two leaders,
any time. I trust, as time gnes on, we
shall have a compromise over the food
duties; that we shall strike off all
that are mnonprotective. And that
tariff can be revised without protest
from anyone, when we see what an
abortion it will be as soon as the first
fifth drops. I am reminded that the
advice I gave 12 months ago should have
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been followed by this House, when I
said, *“ Let us as an Assembly now take
hold of the tarifi and deal with it in such
a way that even if we have to raise the
rates it will fall with a sort of reasonable
grudation.” Yet nothing was done;
because the anti-federalist was down in
the dumps on account of his defeat, and
the federalist was “ cock-of-the-walk.” I
appealed to the member for Northam
(Hon. G. Throssell) to put the tariff on
such a basis that it would gradually dis-
appear, by some sort of system, in say
three years; because, when the fourth
and fifth years come, we might as well
throw it up altogether. After about the
second year of its decline, the sliding-
scale will be practically inoperative. There
are duties which we cannot decrease by
one-fifth of a penny. But in the mean-
time, protectionists who wish for some
help to their little factories in Perth will
find the sliding-scale of great assistance.
Remove the food duties, so as to give
us cheap food, and protect the lhttle
manufactories for the time being. I say
to the farmers of Western Australia, it
will he a good thing to accustom this
country to making less revenue, and it
will stave off the evil day. The proper
course is to grapple with the expenditure,
and not to go seeling for new revenue;
rather give some away. Tt will be good
for the goldfields, and good for everybody.
I earnestly trust we shall come, during this
seggion, to u happy compromise, and do
away with the food duties. [Orposirion
Mempers: Hear, hear.] T wish to refer to
s matter in which I took deep interest in
years gone by, and in which I am still
mterested—the great Coolgardie Water

-Bcheme. There are two big rocks ahead
for Western Australia—our railways and
that water scheme. All the assistance,
and all the attention, and all the help I
can give during this session to the
Government will be at their disposal for
the purpose of devising some satisfactory
means of placing that great work on a
financial basis. If there be one problem
of the greatest nncertainty ahead of us,
it is the financial aspect of the Cool-
gardie Water Scheme. 1T am not saying
this for the first time to-day, nor did I
say it yesterday. T said it three or four
years ago. Hon. members will recollect
that I always raised that question every
time I spoke, and implored Sir John
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Forrest to take the matter immediately
in hand. Two years ago [ asked him in
the House to devise a scheme for the
collection of water rates ou the goldfields
—to devise a scheme for reticulation;
not to spring a scheme straight away on
the goldfields people. I sympathise with
the present Government, because they
will now have to do that.

Mr. IrriwewortH: And they must
do it this session.

Mr. MORAN: And we earnestly hope
and trust that the spirit of fair-play to
the rest of the community which is to be
fouud on the goldfields will lead the
inbhabitants to devise proper regulations
for taking advantage of the water
scheme,

Mgr. Hopxins: They are most anxious
to do so, but have never received any
encouragement.

Mgr. MORAN: I am sure of that,
having lived 2among them for many years.

Mz. Hastie: And the bulk of them
did not want, the scheme.

Mr. MORAN: There I differ from the
hon. member.

Me. Hasrre: Certainly you do.

Mz. MORAN: He knows that, for he
represents Coolgardie. He knows that
no man there who did not support the
Cuolgardie Water Scheme had a hope of
getting near Parliament.

Mz. Hastie: Oh, nonsense !

M=z. MORAN: If ever the goldfields
were unanimous, it was in asking for this
water scheme. Its successful completion
will be a big trouble to the Government.
They will have to consider the question
of municipalitics, the guestion of areas,
the question of the miming Dbelt seven
miles long from Kalgoorlie to Lakeside ;
they will have to cousider the problem
whether the man shall pay, or the mine
shall pay, or the municipality ; or whether
the man who owns land shall have a land
tax, while he who owns a tent only zhall
have no tax.

Mg. IiviveworTH: And how they
will reach the men on the leases, which
is a great difficulty to-day.

Me. Horeins: The only method is to
extend the municipal boundaries.

Mr. MORAN: The member for
Bouider (Mr. Hopkins) will, when that
time comes, be of great assistance to this
House. I will do him the credit of say-
ing that on .municipal matters he is one



Address-in-reply :

of those on whom we can look us having
done great work in Western Australia.
(Mempers: Hear, hear] The House
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must then consider, shall we throw the -

burden on the fields through the medivm
of a strong board P That might be the
wisest plan for all pariies. Or shall we
keep it as a Government concern ? All
those matters have to be considered, and
they form terrible rocks ahead. ILast
night I ligtened with pleasure to the
member for Cue (Mr. Illingworth) dealing
with the statutory debt of Western
Australia, when he pointed out how
enormous s capital this water scheme
would have to earry. And recollect, the
argument for 4 sinking fund on railways
may be problematical; but a much better
case can be made out when we consider a
water scheme.

Mz. IvviveworTH: True; the water
schame is wearing out.

Mz. MORAN: Quite so. And I say,
what will it profit any party in this House
to shelve such big considerations for the
sake of an all-too-1nsecure tenure of office?
How will that benefit us who have to live
in this country, and whose descendunts
will, T suppose, remain here for ever?
Our first and greatest duty is to deal with
these problems, and try to get those who
have the power of the majority with them
to adopt our suggestions, or at least to
exhilit a little “ give and take.” Thisis
o great rock ahead during the session;
and the other is in all truth the railway
question. If our railway system gets hold
of Western Australia, instead of Western
Australia getting hold of it, the country
will be landed in very serious trouble.
I do not know whether there is anything
else I wish to say on this Address-in-
reply, except to repeat that I do not like
the dangerous defence~—what I call the
bad constitutional precedent— the member
for Cue made last night respecting that
secret purchase of land. 1 do not object
to his logic as applied to extraneouns cir-
cumatances which occur in the history of
every Government. It would be foolish
to lay down the law that no Government

could spend money without parliamentary

sanction ; for we might have a plague in
Perth at a day's uotice. and who would
stand by and see the people die because
Parliament had not authorised the expen-
diture of money for sanitary purposes?
We might have a great fire. We bhave

Siath day. 205

had in this country new rushes where men
were dying from want of water; and Sir
John Forrest never hesitated to spend
money to give them that water.

M. Inuveworre: Up to £800,000
in one year.

Me. MORAN : Quite so. Well, were
I Brutus, and Brutus Antouy—in respect
of that expenditure—there were an Antony
who would have caused the stomes of
Perth to rise and mutiny. If the hon.
member forgets, I do not, how he
thundered against such expenditure when
Sir John Forrest was in power. If he
doubt that, T will turn up page after page
of Hansard, showing how he fought for
this principle on minor points of £1,000,
as did the present Premier (Hon. Walter
James). I contend the defence of that
secret purchase was dangerous for this
reason. I do not object to the purchase
of the land, but to the fact that the
Government are committing the country
to a big railway policy which has mnot
been dreamed of in this House,

Mg. InineworTH: Not necessarily.
There is a profit in the land.

Me. MORAN: Take it from that
gtandpoint, and I admit your defence is
on & much better footing.

Mgr. Diamowp: But that
doubtful.

Mer. MORAN: I maintain there will
be a very big fight before the House
will comsent at all to that railway
scheme. It may be deemed wise by the
House, when dealing with the matter, to
build the Armadale railway without eross-
ing the river at all; and when that
Jandakot line is built, it may not bave to
pass through Fremantle or through
Perth, and the Government should not
commit the country to that particular
work. I object to any one getting up in
his place and saying, “The country is
sure to agree to this public work, and
that is why we initiated it."” If there be
one great principle of constitutional
government, it is the parliamentary con-
trol of expenditure, "We have lost control
of that £60,000, and have given a strong
fillip to a public work which, as 1 said,
we never heard of previously. The
country did not hearof it. It wasin the

is very

. brain of the Engineer-in-Chief, and it

had not reached maturity. The question
of cressing the river at a different point
bad never been mentioned in this House ;
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and that is the head and front of
Ministers’ offending in the purchase of
that Jand—that it commits the country
to a line of policy certainly not approved
of in the town concerned. Fremantle is
not satisfied with the transaction.—-[ME.
Diamonn: Hear, hear]—I think it
doubtful whether the country is prepared
for the expenditure, and if it is, whether
it is prepared for the route, My
opinion is, it is certainly too dan-
gerous, for the sake of tho profit you
make on the land, to embark on such a
transaction. It is too dangerous to
tamper with the rights of Parliament.
Yon have already an Act which will give
sufficient protection to the Government.
Just as in the case of a Taviff Bill, the
moment a proposition for a public work
is laid on the table, that day the Govern-
went have the right to resume land.

Mz. IriiveworTH : On arbitration.

Mg. MORAN: And now this is what
we should do. I did not like to hear the
hon. member qunestion the fairness of
arbitration in this State. Are therc no
arbitrators in Western Australia whom
we can trust?

Me. Hopxing: Stacks of them.

Mr. MORAN : If none, heaven help
the Conciliation and Arbitration Act.

Mg. Hasrie: Has arbitration ever
resulted satisfactorily P

M=r. HoPrins: Yes; in hundreds of
cases every day. .

Mz. MORAN : Arbitration seldom re-
sulty satisfactorily to both parties. Some-
one goes down every time.

ME. IrLineworTH: In land resumption
arbitrations the Government go down
every thine.

Mr. MORAN: Let us look at the

vestion. We are questioniog whether
there can be obtained in Western Aus-
tralia three honest men to give an award
on the value of land. But besides, from
general information, it is quite well
known what is the value of any particular
piece of land. The Government could
have received quotations of the value of
the land long before, if they wanted to act
with regard to buying, I waintain that
this principie should not be allowed to
remain. I do oot think it is right to give
the Government power to spend £60,000
in order to buy any man's land.

Mz. Connor: What about the com-
mission ?
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Mg. MORAN : 1 am only dealing with
the main principle, with the political
aspect. Of the commission I do not want
to have anything to sayatall. I am sure
I owe an apology to the House for having
had to speak twice in this debate. Asl
say, I tried my very best to get it madea
general debate, but the Speaker, acting
strictly in accordsnce with the rules of
debate, informed wme that it would be
impossible to speak upon this question.
As these matters are too grave for me to
pass them over in the debate on the
Address-in-reply, I thought it my duty
to give expression to my views. 'We may
work bharmoniously and amicably during
the session. [n reference to the redis-
tribution of seats, I have just had an
election, and I stated that I was not
struck at all by its importance. T am
opposed to reducing at all the number of
members of thizs Assembly. T am re-
turned for that purpose. I do not believe
you can do with less than 50 good men
m the people’s Chamber in Western
Australia, and if these members sit, they
bave four times as much to do as the
whole of the House in Victorin. Victoria
is a small place, and the people are
practically all together. They have their
railways and roads, and one man may do
a lot by observation. Western Auostralia,
however, is 2 mighty place, and the more
you travel, the more you are impressed
with its possibilities, and with the im-
portance of piving full representa-
tion to outlying parts. It would be a
splendid thing for this country if every
man could represent a constitneney
he knows about. We want men who
know the country districts, men who
know their Kimberleys, their North-West,
their South-West, and other paris of the
country. If people will return the men
who know the wants of their con-
stituencies, tbere is plenty of reom for
50 good men in this Chamber. Moreover,
the population is increasing rapidly, and
instead of decreasing the number of
members of the Assembly, let us see if
the population will not grow up to it.
People are coming here, and we have
unbounded confidence in our industries.
The finest pastoral country in the world
to-day is in Western Australia, equal in
goil to other countries and far ahead in
climaie, which is everything. This is a
country where no droughs can oceur, or



Addresa-in-reply :

at all events a drought never has occurred.
Goldfields are opening up right throngh
from Norseman to Luke Way, and I am
sure that by.and-by the Colouial Secretary
(Hon. W. Kingsmill) will be able to
shake hands with the wmember for
Kanowna (Mr. Hastie), and when the
wember for Kanowna wants to see the
wamber for Pilbarra (Hon. W. Kings-
will), he will not be a night cut in the
vold but will be in a hot. That is not
overdrawing the picture. There is a hive
of industries extending right throughout
the centre of the continent, and we are
improving our agriculinral country every
day. T am pleased to see that the
present Minister for Lands (Hon. A.
Jameson) is acting up to the best
traditions of his predecessor, and the
predecessor of all of ws, Mr. Throssell.
The Minister is doing his work well
Viewing all ihese things in that light, I
determined to fight my election on the
score that we do not want a reduction in
the number of members of the Lower
Houge. I feel certain you want a redis-
tribution of seats, and of course n a
growing country you will always be
wanting a redistribution. I hope the
_ time will arrive when the population will
be so evenly balanced that we shall have
the New South Wales plan; but we
cannpt have that now, or there would
be too many rank politicians. If you
neglect outside industries, you are neg-
lecting Perth, and the best way not to
neglect vutside industries is to give them
fair representation. TIF you say that
members from small constituencies ure
natrow-minded Couservatives, I would
point out that here is the member for
Bast Kimberley (Mr. Connor) fighting
his best to reduce the rates, and the
members of the goldfields are fighting
their best to keep them up. I have never
known the member for East Kimberley
oppose anything for the advancement of
the goldfields, and he may be called the
epitome of generosity towards the gold-
fields. He was the first man to advocate
artesian boring, and he always stood by
Sir John Forrest. Itis, I say, wrong to
assert that narrow-minded Conservative
men come from the smaller electorates.
The greatest intellect 1 ever read of as
bhaving been in the British House of
Commons was Edmund Burke, and he
represented a pocket borough for very
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many vears. Edmund Burke was & man
whose liberalism and enlightened views
have been the admiration of every one
who has studied politics. It does not
follow that you will have a better class
of men if you have equal representation.
I agree in giving fair representation to
every industry, and there should be a
fair redistributicn, but 1 oppese catting
down the number of members in this
House to 42.

Me. Horrrxns: Tell us something about
the Council.

Me. MORAN: We are prohibited
from spealdng about that august body.
(Laughter.) We may discuss the matter
when dealing with the Constitutional Act,
for we should then be in order in doing
go. My policy before the electors was
that T was not at all a follower of my
distinguished leader (Mr. Nanson) in
regard to doing away with the TUpper
House. I thank the Assembly for their
kind attention, and I hope that now we
have disposed of the wotion of want of
confidence, we shall do some very good
work. However keenand active s debate
way be, it will not be able to deal with
every possible issue and for nus to arrive
ab a satisfactory basis in the Legislative
Assembly. (tieneral applause.)

At 6:24, the SrearEr left the Chair.
At 7+30, Chair resumed.

Mr. J. J. HOLMES (East Fremantle) :
I consider the thanks of the House are
due to the member for West Perth (Mr.
Moran) for the very able speech he
delivered this afternoon. The hon. mem-
ber was definite and explicit, and I think
it is the duty of every member of this
House to be definite and explicit on all
matters of importance, and more particu-
larly on the two principal items referred
to by the member for West Perth,
namely the administration of the Rail-
way Department and the management of
the Coolgardie Water Scheme. Before
proceeding to give my views on these
subjects, I wish to claim the indulgence
of the House while I refer briefly to the
untimely death of my late leader, the Hon.
George Leake. The deceased gentleman,
as hon. members are aware, was my
leader for five or six years; I was inti-
mately associated with him, both in and
out of the House; und to the best of my
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knowledge he was a man in every sense
of the word. In Mr. Leake, the country
has lost one of its best and ablest public
men, and we of this House have lost a
friend. On only one occasion did I differ
from him; and that difference was due
to the fact of his being somewhat more
sympathetic than T am accustomed to
show myself. If I wanted to hita man
when he was down, as it were, my friend
the late Premier insisted on my letting
the man nwp and giving him another
chance. The late Mr, Leake is univer-
saily admitted to have been poasessed of
great ability, to have known how things
ought to be done, and to have had the
necessary qualifications for doing them;
but it is said that he lacked application.
The difficulty with my friend waa that he
was too sympathetic to strike the blow
when it should be struck, his sympathetic
disposition getting the better of him.
The failing is one for which we can
hardly blame him; indeed it is a
weakness we might all be proud to
acknowledge. I may refer also to the
lamented death of Mr. C. Y. O'Connor,
our late respected Engineer-in-Chief,
He was a man to whom the country owes
a great deal; a man who carried out
some of the preatest works perhaps ever
undertaken in Australia, and moreover
executed those works successfully and
honestly. I have no hesitation in saying
that the late Mr. C. Y. O’Conuor was a
monument of honesty, and that it is the
duty of every member of the House—
towards the due perforwance of which
duty I am prepared to do all in my
power—to acknowledge the devotion dis-
played by the late Engineer-in-Chief by
making ample provision for the widow
and children he has left behind. I wish
to refer, also, to the departure of our
esteemed and respected Governor, who,
as we know to our pgreat regret and to
our loss, is about to leave ns. However,
the reflection that His Excellency is
going elsewhere to farther the advance-
ment of the Empire is a source of great
satisfaction. So far as my knowledge
and judgment go, I feel convinced there
is not in Australia a couple better quali-
fied to establish peace between Briton
and Boer than our respected Governor
and his equally respected wife, Lady
Tawley. [Mewsers: Hear, hear.] Turn-
ing now to the Coolgardie Water Scheme,
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I think most of us have heen astonished
by the disclosures contained in the very
able report presented by the Royal Com-
mission which sat for some weeks solving
the somewhat difficult questions arising
in connection with the work. I should
be glad indeed to learn from the Govern-
ment that it is possible to take action of
gsome kind for the punishment of the
offenders, to mark the trouble they have
caused and the dishonesty of which
they have been guilty. Now, as to the
probable financial results of the Cool.
gardie Water Schewe, I do not think
many members have ever had much
doubt of the success of the scheme from an
engineering point of view. Every member
of the House, I believe, has admitted
that it is quite possible to execute a
scheme for pumping water to the gold-
fields. TFor, after all is said and done, the
Coolgardie Water Scheme, though it may
represent one of the biggest works of its
kind in the world, yet consists really of
several distinct schemes, which, from
merely the engineering point of view,
have always been admitted to be perfectly
practicable. But the consideration which
has always troubled me, and which 1s
troubling me to-day, is the gravity of the
financial aspect of the scheme for a small
community such as weare. The State of
Western Australia, in embarking on so
large a scheme, ran the rigsk of serious
finuncial trouble ; and I amw inclined to
think the risk bas not disappeared aven
now. Still, it is the duty of one and all
of us to do what we can now to make a
success of the scheme; and if there isany
little assistance I can give towards bring-
ing the matter to a sueccessful issne
financially, it is at the dispnsal of those
who choose to avail themselves of it.
The Speech pentions the provision of a
water supply for Perth, Fremantle, and
the surrounding suburbs; and that is a
watter T should like to touch on at this
stage. The subject is admittedly one of
the first importance, and I am pleased
to see a reference to it in the Governor's
Speech. I hope the Government of the
day will take an early opportunity of
putting thiz important work in hand.
To the people of Perth, Fremantle, and
suburbs, an ample supply of pure water
1s an absolate necessity ; and that neces-
gity should, moregver, be supplied at a
reasonable cost. The proposed dock at
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Fremantle is likewise a matter of import-
ance. Tv my mind, a dock ought to have
heen constructed step by step with the Fre-
mantle Harbour Works. Such, I believe,
was the original intention ; provision was
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made for the construction of a dock, so -

that by the time the harbour works were

completed, the dock would also be com-

pleted, and the Fremantle harbour thus
perfected in every respect. We know,
however, that while the barbour works
are practically finished, no move has yet
been made towards the construction of a
dock., The work, I therefore hope, will
be taken in hand without delay. Iam
sure the Government will have the sup-
port of the House for their proposal.
The purchases of land in connection with
the deviation of the Fremantle railway
and the erection of a bridge over the
Swan higher up the river, Lam given to
understaund, are necessary in order that
provision may be made and a suitable
site obtained for the proposed dock. If
that be so, the Government are quite
justified in meking arrangements to
secure the land required for the deviation
und other alterations contemplated, at a
fair and reasonable cost. It has been
argued that the Government ought to
have consulted the House as to what
ghould be done in connection with the
purchase of the land required. But I,
for my part, compliment the Government
on the able manner in which they
arranged their land purchases at such
satisfactory prices. I am sure T do not
exaggerate the facts when I say that the
Government could not to-day purcbase
the same land for £160,000. The land
for which £60,000 was paid o few weeks
ago conld not be purchased to-day for
£160,000. The Government obtuined
good value for their money; aud even if
the House disapprove of the contem.
plated deviation, the Government have, in
the land secured, fair value for the money
expended. Reference has heen made to
what Fremantle people think of the
matter. I moveabout amonygst them and
know their vopinions pretty well. 'The
only persons I can find objecting to the
purchases are those who s0ld their land
not knowing that the Government were
the purchasers.

MivisteriaL MENBER : Hard luek!

Ma. Moraw: I did not touch that
aspect of the matter.

i
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Me. HOLMES: I learn from the
Governor's Speech that public abattoirs
and cold storage accommeodation are to
be provided somewhere in the vicinity of
Claremont. To a practical man who
knows somsthing about the business, the
erection of abattoirs in the Claremont
sands is a proposal which, to say the
least of it, is altogether uoreasomable.
Abattoirs and cold storage rooms at
Claremont will be of absolutely no use
to the State. If abattoirs are required,
let us have them at Fremantle, where the
stock is landed; if cold storage is meces.
sary, let us have it ut Fremantle, where
the frozen meat or chilled meat from
our northern districts will be lunded,
and whence it will be distributed. 'To
have abattoirs and cold storage at
Claremont, and the butchers who transact
business at Perth and Wrewantle and
elsewhere trafficking to and fro between
Claremont and Perth every time they
want to avall themselves of the cold
storage, i3 altogether absurd. Let us
have the abactoirs at a place where the
bulk of the stock is landed at or near
Fremantle, and let us have the cold
storage at the same place, where it can be
availed of by the ships coming into port.

Mgr. Hasrie: Is there any land avail-
able there?

Me. HOLMES: Any amount of Gov.
ernment land. To wy mind the proposal
to erect cold storage at Claremont or
Fremantle or anywhere else is not the
way to get over the difficulty of providing
the public with cheap meat. The solution
of the difficulty to my mind is to let the
public—the people living in the Southern
portion of the State —have fuli and ample
advantage of the gplendid pastoral country
we have in the North-West. The hon.
member for East Kimberley (Mr. F.
Connor) says there is a change coming
over the hon. member.

Mg, Connor: Coming over the dream,
I said.

Me. HOLMES : That proves the hon.
member, speaking at all events for myself,
bas a mind that can change, and perhaps
I have an opinion of my own. I did
oppose the introduction of ticked cattle
into the Southern portion of this country,
and I was guided by the expert who was
brought from Queensland; Lut I found
subsequent events proved there was
nothing to interfere with the cattle or to
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bring about trouble which it was said
would arise from the introduction of
tick into the Southern portion of the
State. The quarantine regulations that
exigtare simply a farce. Cattle are brought
down from East Kimberley—and I would
like to say at the present time the two
Kimberleys for months past have been
providing the residents of the State
practically with the whole of the beef
consumed.

Mg. Moran: Good business.

Mr. HOLMES: There has been an
average of 800 bullocks a week landed
from the Eimberleys.

M=. Hoprins: You won’t get that the
whole of the year round; that is the
trouble.

Mr. HOLMES: There has been an
average of 800 bullocks a week landed at
Fremantle, the value of which would be
about £12,000. That amount of money
per week the owners of the stock have
been getting, or about £9,000 of it, the
ship owners getting the other £3,000.
‘Well, £9,000 paid to the pastoralists in
Kimberley for beef shows that this is
an iodustry worthy of our support.
These cattle are brought to Fremantle by
steamer, they are not landed, but jumped
overboard in the open roadstead, and
drowned or swum ashove as best they can
by & number of boats surrounding them
and chasing them and hacking them to
get them ashore in the best way possible.
‘The cattle are theu herded together in a
paddock, surrounded by a wire fence or a
galvanised iron fence, and kept there for
three weeks at a time. Every day the
quality of the beef is deteriorating, the
quantity is deteriorating, and the bone
is left for the consumption of the
publicin Perth. Under conditions of this
kind, who can expect to provide the public
with cheap meat ? We hear that the
firm of Connor, Doherty & Durack are
now arranging to export some 3,000
or 4,000 heifers to South Africa, to
land them there for breeding purposes.
To my mind what ought to be done
is to land the heifers at Fremantle,
and distribute them over our land in the
Southern portion of the country.

Me. Harprer: Ticked cattle ?

Me. HOLMES: Wehave been landing
the same class of cattle at Fremantle for
five or six years past.

Mg. Connor: Eight years.
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Me. HOLMES: We have been landing
ticked cattle at Fremantle for eight
years, and there has been no sign of tick
in or about Fremantle or in the vicinity
where the cattle have been sent to. I
would not for u« moment advocate thut
cattle be brought overland from West
Kimberley, through the herds in the
Northern portion of the country, and
travelled through country suitable for the
development of tick; but bringing them
by boat to Fremantle, and distributing
them over this portion of the country
where the climatic conditions are not
suitable for tick, is the proper thing to do.
We have had eight years’ experience, and
there has been no tick down South, and
if it is possible for tick to have taken
hold of the berds in the Southern part of
the country —such small herds us they
are—there has been ample opportunity
in Fremantle for it. Day after day
horsemen engaged in herding the cattle
in Fremantle, go in among the cattle,
round them up, and when they have
comypleted their work, they ride out again
and through the herds in Fremantle
That has been going on for some years
past, and the member for East Kimberley
will bear me out when I say that the
milking cows of Fremantle are to be seen
putting their heads through the fence of
the gquarantine ground, and rubbing their
heads ugainst the ticked cattle, yet there
has been no development of the tick,
which awmply proves that there is not
likely to be. Members are anxious to see
the good pastures in the Southern portion
of the country availed of, and the
public provided with cheap meat. The
solution of the difficnlty is to lift
the guarantine and allow the cattle to
be shipped at Kimberley, brought to
Fremantle, and distributed on the land
available for grazing purposes, and by
that means increasing the herds in the
vicinity of Perth and Fremantle, where
the public are anxious, and jusetly so, to
bave an ample supply of good beef.

Mr. HarrEr: You could not compel
the people to buy the cattle.

Mg. HOLMES: I thank the member
for Boulder for drawing my attention to
the fact that only during six months of
the year are the cattle brought down
from East Kimberley.

Mg. Cownor: They can be brought
down all the year round.
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Me. HOLMES: I will take the word °
of the member for Boulder, and say cattle
can only be brought down during six
months from the commencement of
March onwards. Then let us bring all
we can down during those six months,
sell the best for butchering purposes, and
put the rest on the land.

Me. Hopkins: I think our select com.
mittee recommerded that.

Me. HOLMES: This is my solution
of the difficulty : the House may take it
for what it is worth. I have thought the
matter out thoroughly. The member for
EBast Kimberley said T had changed my
mind ; that I adwit. I took the ex-
perience of the expert from Queensland
who was brought here. But I have
watched the matter closely since, and I
bave come to the conclusion that the
practical experience we have had at Fre-
mantle is worth far more than all the
theory of the expert who was brought
here. There is another matter that
might also eugage the attention of the
Government——the opening up of the stock
route in the Murchison and other districts
through which the route passes, and
making ample provision for water supply,
by wells, for stock travelling overland, so
tEYa.t they may reach the market in some
sort of fair condition.

Mgr. Moran: You can cut off 400
miles farther inland.

Mr. HOLMES: If you cut off 400
miles in the journey, that will make a vast
difference in the quality of the cattle
delivered at this end. Coming to the
question that has engaged the attention
of the House for some days past, and 1
venture to suggest will, during this
session and the sessions to follow, engage
the attention of the House for a good
many more days—the Railway Depart-
ment, I think it is the duty of every
member to express himself clearly and
definitely upon this point. I noticed that
amongst the hon. members who bave
spoken, not many have expressed a
definite opinion as to whether they are in
favour of political or non-political con-
trol; whether they are in favour of Com-
missioners or not. T think it is the duty ‘
of members at this stage to declare
whether, in their opinion, the railways |
ghould be controlled by Commissioners, |
or by a general manager with a political l
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head. I have po hesitation in saying
that T am going to declare for Commis-
sioners, and I will tell the House why
before I sit down. It is no use hon.
wembers on the Opposition side telling
the House that they think this, or they
think that, or think the other thing, and

, not giving a clear and definite expression

of opinion whether they are in favour of
political or non-political control. The
member for West Perth (Mr. Moran)
hung on to the constitutional aspect of
the question, and never even suggested
whether he was in favour of Commis-
sioners or a general manager, whether he
was in favour of political or non-political
control. I do not think the leader of the
Opposition expressed his opinion as to
what he was iu favour of.

Mz. Moraw : He said he was distinetly
against Commissioners.

Mz. HOLMES: The wember for the
Williams (Hon. F. H. DPiesse) has
definitely declared in favour of a
political head, with a general manager.
He has bhad more experience than
most of us in the Railway Depart-
ment, but the little experience I bhad
proved that the political control of the
railways made the position of Minister
absolutely untenable. When [ say 1
declare for the railways to be controlled
by Commissioners, I do not want any
doubt about the matter at all. I want
the Commissioners to havesole coutrol of
all. I differ from the Government in the
suggestion that Parlimnent should have
the control of the rates and Parliament
should have the control of the men. I
will not be a party to that, because I see
nothing but disaster staring us in the
face if we embark on that poliecy. T
have courage enough to think that
disaster will fall on uws with a com-
mercial head at one end of the train and
a political head at the other end, pulling
at each other. T think a train going up
an incline would not be attended with
greater disaster. We have had a trial of
political control, I have had a try at it
myself, and I found it was somewhat
beyond me; and no matter what we do
hereafter, for the time being, to my
mind, the railways must be absolutely
removed from political control. The
Commissioners can set wbout in their own
way al reorganising, and putting things
on a satisfactory basis.
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Me. Moranw: The Labour members
cheer that.

Mz Hoermvs: T cheer it

Mr. HOLMES: The suggestion is to
have our railways controlled by Commis-
sioners, while Parliament controls the men
and the wages. To my mind Parliament
ghould control only the policy of the rail-
ways. Parliament should say: ** We are
prepared to lose £50,000 or £100,000 a
year on our railways, and to look for an
indirect benefit through the development
vf the country.” Or Parliament should
say: * We are prepared to lose £10,000
a year on the carriage of timber, or
£25,000 to encourage agriculture or to
encourage the pastoralists.” DBut after
that, the duty of Parliament shnuld
cease, It should then be the duty of the
Commissioners to bring about the result
desired by Parliament. It is the same
with the railway servants. The Commis-
sioners are quite as capable as Parlia-
ment of dealing with the men. The men
are absolutely dissatisfied with the con-
ditions that exist to-day. They absolutely
do not know where they are. They are
shunted from pillar to post, from district
superintendent to traffie manager, from
traffic manager to general manager, from
general manager to Commissioner ;
whereas if we had three Commissioners
controlling the railways on u commercial
basis, the men would be dealt with
promptly, as they are in large commercial
mstitutions. A big commercial concern
is capable of dealing with large bodies of
men and of treating them fairlv and
satisfactorily, preveating any such dissat-
isfaction as we now find in the railways.
At a later date, when this matter comes
up for discussion, that is the attitude I
propose to assume. I declare now, and
will subsequently follow it up, that the
railwava should be under the absolute
control of Cowmmissivners. Let us have
Commissioners, and do not let us have
any “ Chief” Cogpmissioner. We have
now too many chiefs in the Railway
Department. We have a chief traffic
manager and no other traffic mnanager; a
chief mechanical engineer ; and no second
mechanical engineer, we have a chief at
every stage, and uo other man with a
similar title in the same branch.

Me. Moraw: Al chjefs, as in the
Scottish Highlands.
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Mr. Hopkins: Or in a Caledonian
society.

Mz. HOLMES: Have a chairman of
Commissiouers, if you like; but let each
Commissioner stand on the same footing,
and let there be two in favour of a certain
line of policy before it can be carried. I
agree with the suggestion to have one
Commissioner in charge of the traffic and
one in charge of the locomotive branch of
the service. There should also be a
chairman; and those three should run
the railways, guite independently of
political control. As to whether there
are men in the service capable of taking
the posts of the other two Commissioners
beside the chairman—those in charge of
the traffic and the locomotive branches—
that I shall leave the Government to
decide.

Mz. Moran: What do you think ?

Mz. HOLMES: The House know pretty
well what I should have done had I
remained long enough in offive. T think
we need some new blood in that Railway
Department. We have 'already the
appointment of Mr. Geurge from outside
the service—a gentleman whom I should
not bave appointed — [Me. TavLom:
Hear, hear | —but the appointment having
been made, I am prepared to give Mr,
Gleorge a fair chance and a fair trial, and
if he ean carry out his duties properly I
am prepared to support him. At this
stage I do not intend to jump on Mr.
George’s chest, but shall simply stand by
and give hiw a fair innings. It hus been
suggested by members sitting in Opposi-
tion that I said all manner of things of
Mr. George when he was member for the
Murray, and made all sorts of charges
against him.  Turn up Hansard, vou
will find my charges were against
the General Manager of Railways, not
agaipst Mr, George. Mr. George got
the best of the deal; ¢msequently I
blamed the officers of the department for
allowing that, and I shounld blame them
again if I had to go through the same
conflict. I made no attack on Mr.
George, and T shall not attack him now.
If he be a success, no one will be better
pleased than I

AMe. Jacosy: How will you get rid of
him if he be a failure ?

Mr. HOLMES: My own opiunion is
that if he is not a success he will be the
first man to throw up the position and
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let some other come in; moreover, I do
not think he will ask for much compen-
sation, i for any. Someone asked what
would I do? Would I bring in other
men from without the service to take
positions as Commissioners with Mr.
George? Well, with the engineerin
man I should undoubtedly do that. I
ghould bring in a fresh mechanical wan
to take charge of the locomotive branch
of the service. As for the traffic, [ am
inclined to think there are men in the
service capalle of contrelling the traffic,
but I do not think they.are to-day at the
top of the tree. My experience in the
department showed me there were fairly
good men capable of handling the traffic,
but I do wnot think they are now at the
top of the ladder. TUntil those men are
given a show, I should nol be prepared
to go outgide the service. [Mge. Jacosy:
Hear, hear.] T was not long in office
before I came to the conclusion that the
railway service had ou grown the capacity
of these who had it in hand. Whether
it was in trying to hoodwink the Minis.
ter in order to lead him astray that they
got complicated themselves, I do not
know. That may be the solution of the
difficutty. Thers is no doubt in wy
ipind that the Minister was not capable
of armving ai & correct conclusion,
nor were his officers capable of put-
ting him right. I think the House
will ultimately agree that the policy with
which I started was right. At least, I
am satisfied. I huve not altered my
opinion, and am mnot likely to. There
must be a general clearing out in that
department before we can get any good
out of it; and those now complaining
about disorganisation are the very men
who prevented me from doing the clear-
ing out on which I had started. There
are members in this House who wil
complain about anything. They are
simply obstructionists and nothiog else.
To my mind, the duty of 4 member of
Purliament is to support the Glovern-
went when he thinks they are right,
and to oppose them when he thinks
they are wrong. Butu to oppose them at
every stage is not what members are sent
bere for.

Mg. Jacosy: Did not we help you in
the matter of the strike?

Ma. HOLMES: We find members
opposite, if the Government make an
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appointment, kick up a noiseabout it and
say Parliament should have been con-
sulted. If the Governmen{ consult
Parliawnent as to what they shall do,
then the Government are shirking their
respongibilities. If I were leader of the
Government, with a majorily behind me
such as the Premier now has, I shonld
take up the attitnde—I am going to do
s0 and so; and I should doit. I should
not depart from it. The noisy minority
opposite could “kick up” as much as
they likel. That would be the attitude
I should take up, and that is my recom-
mendation to the Premier.

Horx. F. H. Pirsse: That would be
history repeating itself,

Mr. HOLMES: It would; and it
would be giving hon. members opposite a
little of what I had, and I hope they
would enjoy it. Much has been said as
to who was responsible for the increase
of railway rates, The present Colonial
Secretary (Hon. W. Kiogswill) has been
blamed. Well, I should like to take the
blame; but I cannot. It is the House
that is responsible for the increase. I
told the House there was likely to be a
deficit last year in the working of the
railways. The men asked for move pay;
I admitted they were entitled to it, but
there was no provision for paying them;
I could not give it them ; and I told the
House the only way out of the difficulty,
if the men were to have the pay to
which the majority of members con-
stdered them entitled, was to increase the
rates ; and from all directions wmembers
howled, * Well, increase tha rates.” I
issued instructions accordingly, to which
my guccessor gave effect ; and I cowpli-
ment him on what be did. To my mind
there are many articles specified in the
rate-book that were carried at a
ridiculously low rate. For instance, I
could never understand why we carried
timber so cheaply. Recently the member
for West Perth (Mr. Moran) sug-
gested we might lose £15,000 a
vear in the carriage of timber, and told
us to look at what we should gain in
other directions. Well, if there be one
industry which does not deserve much
consideration, I think it is the timber
industry. Tet us encourage agricul-
turists and pastoralists, who ure every
year improving the land and making it
more valuable; but the timber eutter
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who clears foreste, takes away one of the -
best: of our assets, and leaves the stumps .

and dead wood remaining, takes away
the best and leaves the worst——

Me. Teespaie SmitH: And spends
£20 an acre in doing it.

Me. HOLMES: Why should we
carry his goods and lose £15,000 a year?
The mill-owner is the last man for whom
I should have any consideration.
man producing something on which
people here can live, let us support him;
but the man who is sending our timber
- away and selling it elsewhere at a profit,
I do not think deserves any cousideration
at all. The Government are blamed for
having charged certain engines, missing
trucks, and other items to the railway ex-
penditure of last year. I told this House
12 months ago that was what the Gov-
ernment proposed to do, and provision
was made in the Estimates for it. We
found that there were engines and trucks
migsing.

Me. MoraN : Was that provision made
in last year's Estimates ?

MemserR : Yes; £50,000.

Mr. HOLMES: If the hon. member
turns up last year’s Estimates he will
find provision inade for replacing a lot of
rolling-stock that could not be found, and
I was not going to be a party to buying
fresh rolling-stock to replace it out of
loan,

Me. Nanson: How does your actual
expenditure compare with the estimate ¥

Mr. HOLMES: 1 have not got it
before me. As I stated just now, I do not
propose to quote figures, but when I lefu
the department four months of the vear
had gone. After paying expenses we had
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was to carry out my instructions. There
was a howl in the House. The Press
took it up, and I was howled down in all
directions. This matter was brought
under the notice of the Commission

. sitting on the John Davies inquiry, and
. €an you expect a man to control the rail-
. ways or anything else when Parliament
. interferes at every stuge and at every

The

tarn? My expericnce, as I said before,
has proved that a political head respon-
gible to Parliament cannot control the
railways, and I shall go for the reverse,
namely, non-political control.

Mg. Morax: Go the whole hog.

Me. HOLMES: The leader of the
Oppoaition {Mr. Nanson) quoted figures
the other night, and the fact of his
quoting figures compelled me to decide
that I, at all events, would not do so,
becaunse figuves can be wade to prove

_anything, especially when handled by

such a genius as the hon. member. The
hon. member gquoted the Eastern States,
suying they paid so much on the tost of
the railways; but he neglected to com-
pare the eapital cost of the mileage of the
railways there and the capital cost of the
mileage of the railways here. Although
the hon. member was blaming the Gov-
ernment for thatexpenditure, he admitted
that we paid a better rate of interest than
any of the other States; and yet he was
blaming the Government for their railway
administration. It is a much easier
matter for Western Australia to pay four
per cent. on £5,000 per mile of capital
cost.

Me. Naxson: You cannot do it now.
The New South Wales railways cost

. £13,000 a mile.

£9,000 more over the estimate than we °

expected, but my hon. friend tells me
that there was 4,000 tons of coal that the
officers had consumed and did not tell e
anything about. Thatis the way in which
the officers were hoodwinking me, and
when I suggested that I was Commis-
stoner and desired to do things in the
way I wanted, there was a howl of inter-
jections throughout this House to know
whether I was the Czar of Russia or
what I was. I was not very long in the
department, but while I was there I was
boss. I remember there was an alterca-
tion between the acting general manager,
Mr. Short, and myself, and I told him

that I was Commissioner and that he

Mz. HOLMES: I will wait till the
hon. member has fizished. He is not
going to lead me off this point. Ti is
much easier for us to pay four per cent. on
capital erst of £5000 per mile than
for New South Wales to pay two per cent.
on a capital cost of £15000. 'The hon,
member left capital cost out of considera-
tion altogether.

Mz, Cosvon:
generosity.

Me. Jacos¥ : That helps his argument.

Me. HOLMES: It does not help his
argument at all. Theo we will take the
rates. He compared the rates in this
State, but he made no reference to the
rates in the other States. Nor is there

He showed his
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any comparison between the rates existing
on the railways here and the rates on the
railways in the other Slates, and vet he
complains of the result of the working of
the railways. You must compare the
rates. It is the rate from which you
get your revenue.

Me. Moran : You must take the bulk
of the traflic as well.

Mg. HOLMES: Take what you like,
but you make vour profit out of the rates
collected on the traffic. If the hon.
member does not draw a comparison
between the rates we churge here and the
rates they charge elsewhere, the result he
brings about is not worth the paper it is
written upon.

Mr. Jacosy: We run the biggest
train mileage in Awustralia, and our
earnings are the highest, bar New South
Wales,

Mg. HOLMES: T do not propose to
take any notice of the hon. member
oppasite.

ME. JacoBy: You cannot answer that.

M=r. HOLMES : The hon. member may
be an authority on some subjects, buf I
am certain he is not ome ou railway
questions. The leader of the Opposition
went on to say that the railways were the
greatest asset the country possessed, and
the greatest security for our indebtedness,
and he finished up by asserting, or rather
advocating, that we should run the rail-
ways at a Jogs. I defy the hon. member
to say that I am misquoting himn, because
I took it from his own paper, in addition
to taking it down in the House. He said
the railways were- the greatest asset the
conniry possessed, and the greatest
security for our indebtedness; that they
were paying four per cent.—1 forget what
the figures were—on the capital invested
in the railways, and then bhe finished up
by suggesting that we should run them at
a loss. That is only in keeping with the
attitude taken up by members opposite.
They are prepared to condemn anything
taken up, as long as they are “agin the
Government.”

M=z. Cownon: Youare not an Irishman.

Mr. HOLMES: The member for East
Kimberley (Mr. Connor) referred to what
had been done in railway administration
by the Forrest Government; how they
made surpluses every year and carried the
profits of the railwaye to the general
revenue, and all that sort of thing.
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Mer. Coxvor: Nearly £800,000.

Me. HOLMES: Yes; and that is the
trouble we are suffering from to-day, and
the member for West Perth (Mr. Moran)
knows it. He pointed it out to the
House with his eloquence, as 1 pointed it
outin my small way, but it had no effect.
We predicted all the trouble, but mem-
bers let the Government shove over the
liahilities to the next year, and they kept
pushing them over, the linbilities again
increasing. The liabilities were, I say,
continually increased, and when the Gov-
ernment wanted a fresh supply of engines
and trocks fo put on tra.%ic, ingtead of
repairing the old ones they bought new
ones out of loan money, and debited the
sum to capital account. One item alone
in connection with pushing liabilities from
the end of ome year to the commence-
ment of the next i1s worth mentioning. I
mentioned it at the time, T huve mentioned
it on several oceasions, and it is, T assert,
worth mentioning at this stage. There
wag an item of, I think, £76,000, wages
and salaries due to the servants of the
Railway Department on the 30th June,
1900. Of course, if this had been paid
on the 30th of June, it would have been
debited to the year 1900. But the
Premier, Sir John Forrest, who was then
controlling the destinies of this State,
pushed that over to the 1st of July, and
showed it as an asset in the hands of the
railway paymaster. I repeat that there
was £76,000 due for the payment of
salaries in June, 1900, yet it appeared in
the Financial Statement for that vear as
an asset of £76,000—-I think I am correct
a8 to the amount, but at all events it was
seventy odd thousand pounds. I repeat
that the sum appeared as an asset in the
hands of the railway paymaster; and if
you had gone down there on the lst of
July at 10 o’clock and had asked for the
£76,000, you would have found it bad
been paid away to the men for services
rendered in the previous month. That is
the kind of legacy the Leake Government
had to face and to put in order, and they
decided that this should not continue.
Provision was made in the Estimates for
the replacing of rolling-stock; and the
House was told what we proposed to do,
and evidently approved of it. Yet we
find the House, consisting of the same
members, condemning the Governruent for
doing what the House some twelve months
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ago told them to do. The member for
West Perth thinks it not fair to charge
five engives to working expenses.

Mgr. Moraw: 1 think it was eleven
engines.

Mz. HOLMES: Well, 11 engines, to
last year. It was explained to me at the
time, and I explained it to the House,
that this was only the commencement of
the replacing of the engines.

Mg. Morav: I am not finding fault
with it. :

Mr. HOLMES: Eleven eogines were
obtained last year to replace engines that
had been worn out some years ago, or
of which we had lost the run. That was
the commencement of the system. We
find that in the current year, instead of
11 engines being replaced a considerably
greater number will be replaced, if the
Government do as they should. [ was
told this morning at ¥remantle—I give
it for what it is worth —that there are
about four and a-half miles of trucks on
Rous Head awaiting repair.

Mz. Connor: Whose fault is that ?

Mr. HOLMES: That is an accumu-
lation of trucks which we allowed to get
out of repair for some years before, and
when the present Government turn to
and repair them, as they propose to
do and are doing, they are blamed for
the expenditure on the railways. What
do members want? Do they want these
trucks repaired and the repairs charged
to the workiog expenses of the year, or
do they want them to lie idle at Fre-
mantle? Let the House declare now
what they waot done, and not blame the
Government hereafter for having repaired
the trucks. Reference has been made to
the action of the Government in connec-
tion with the Midland Railway. The

resent Government are handling that
Midland Railway far better than it bas
been hpndled by any previous Government.

Me. Moran: They wanted to handle
it, you know.

Me. HOLMES: I know this, and I
kmow it from a reliable source.

Mg. Cownor: No secrets.

Mr. HOLMES: No. No secrets
whatever. I have it on the very best
authority — and members can get the
information, too, from the same source
‘and from the same authority-—that my
action in conncction with charging the
Midland Railway for the use of these
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trucks has meant a cost of £1,000 a
year to the Midland Railway Company,
and a profit of a £1,000 year to the
(Government railways. That is an indis-
putable fact.

Mz. Connor: And the incressed rates
give them £15,000 a year.

Mr. HOLMES: It may be so, or it
may not.

Me. Connvor: It is s0; do not forget
that.

Me. HOLMES: It may or it may not
be so, By the agreement with the Mid-
land Railway Company the company are
entitled to charge the same rate as is
charged on the (Government railways.

Mg. Cornxor: They do not want any
compelling.

Mzr. HOLMES: I would like to point
out to the hon. member that if the
Midland rate be exorbitant, there is ample
steamer accommodation between Fre-
mantle and Geraldton. 1f merchants
consider the Midland charges exorbitant,
they can avail themselves of water trans-
port, which is much cheaper than railway
transport. '

MR. Cowwor: Will the steamers bring
goods to Mingenew ?

M=e. HOLMES: The Governor’s Speech
refers to the Royal Commission now sit-
ting to inquire into the civil service of
this State. I have declured, and I declare
again, that I have no sympathy with the
policy of appointing Royal Commissions,
1 have no liking for Royal Commissions in
any shape or form, and I do not like the
one appointed to reorganise our eivil ser-
vice. When on the Opposition side of the
House, I always contended that Royal
Commissions were merely whitewashing
machines; and the fact of my baving
shified my seat has not altered my
opinions. I have contended, and I con-
tend now, that Royal Connmissions are
useful only for whitewashing purposes.

Mr. Teespare Smutu: Thev black-
wash some people.

Mz. HOLMES: Itis the duty, I con-
tend, of the Minister to reorganise his
department, or to compel his Under
Secretary to offer him satisfactory sugges.
tions to thatend. If the Under Secretary
will not do it, then the Minister must get
an Under Secretary whe will. To appoint
& Royal Commission to inquire into and
report on the state of the civil service,
leaving it to Ministers of the day to adopt
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the recommendations of the report or
otherwise, as ihey think fit, is only delay-
ing the matter.

MR. Moran: Lt is putting two men to
do one man's work.

Me. HOLMES: Exactly; it is putting
two men to do one man's work. Re-
organisation of the civil service is a
matter which, I consider, ought to have
been set about by Ministers as soon as
they came into power. I donot, however,
blame the present Ministers; I blame
members of the House; because directly
the Government begin to reorganise, and
as a result dispense with the services of
some officer who happens to be the friend
of a member of Parhiament, the Houase is
up in arms over the dismissal. This
was the difficulty the Leake Government
had to contend with, As wy friend the
member for East Perth has so substantial
a majority behind him, I suggest to him
—and I think the suggestion worth con-
sideration—that he make a bee-lina for
himself, and keep to it. Then he will
find plenty of members on this side of the
House to follow him.

Mgr. Tavror: The trouble is to keep
those members.

Mr. HOLMES: The result of such
action on the part-of the Premier might
be disadvantageous in some instances,
but broadly it will be satisfactory. There
is plenty of room for economy in
administration, and economy in adminis-
tration is what we want. We do not
want too much legislation; indeed, we
have had enough for some time to come.
If the Premier gives the country proper
administration—and I honestly believe
he will—he may expect long life and, so
far as I am concerned, unlimited support.

Me. F, WALLACE (Mt. Magnet): I
have a few words to say on the Governor’s
Speech generally, but before entering on
that subject I feel bound to make
reference to the painful loss of o e with
whow I was associated for five years in
this House, when sitting on the Opposition
benches. 1In those days, I may say, some
hard battles were fought for what the
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removed; and I deeply deplore his
untimely removal. T can but trust that
Providence will be kind to the relatives
who are left to mourn Mr. Leake's death,
I hope they will live a life like that of
the husband and father, and that they
will be honoured as he has been. That
a young man really only entering on life,
48 Mr. Leake was, should be cut off is
deplorable. I trust my poor words in
appreciation of the late Premier’s qualities
will be a source of consolation to the

members of his family. I c¢annot but

- think the mourners will be in some

party of which T was a member con-

sidered the best interests of the State.
Having fought for so many years, and
having gained a position which, as the
member for West Perth (Mr. Moran)
says, it the highest attainable in State
politics, ihe late Mr. Leake was suddenly

slight measure comforted to find Mr.
Leake spoken of as be has been by those
who were associated with him. The
debate on the Address-in-reply to
the Governor's Speech affords hon.
members an opportunity to ramble, if I
may be permitted to say so. Since the
Speech touches on so many subjects, T
do not desirc to make more than
a brief reference to the matters which
I consider call for notice. I know there
are still numerous members desirous
of spesking; and, in order that every
wember may have an opportunity of
explaining himself, there will not, I hope,
be any attempt on the part of the leaders
of either side to curtail the debate, not-
withstanding that the time devoted to the
discussion may pass tediously for thbee
members who have already spoken and
those who do not intend to speak. No
doubt, some speeches are very dreary;
but, nevertheless, I ask both leaders to
give hon. members full opportunity of
speaking. In times gone by we have
been too anxious to get to work; and it
has been found that the more haste we
made in the beginning the less speed we
attained in the end. The game of *“ins
and outs,” as it is commornly termed, is
at an end, I think; at any rate for some
time. The leader of the Opposition, T
fancy, is satisfied that for a considerable
time to come his position is the one he
now finds himself ip, or at all events
on that (Opposition) side of the House.
While I cannot congratunlate him oo the
measure of support accorded to the amend-
ment he introduced by bis following, T
must at the same time admit that he
showed a goud deal of consideration in
the method of his attack on the various
persons whom he found oceasion to assail.

_ The hon. member’s references to the
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newly-appointed Commissioner of Rail.
ways, Mr. George, are only such as
might be prompted by a conscientious
belief that the appointment was not
right. On that score, I have but tfo
say that, inasmuch as the Government
possess under the Railways Act of
1878 the power to appoint a Railway
Commissioner, I believe and feel satis-
fied thev acted within their rights in
appointing Mr. George. I make this
proncuncement while not desiring to
pose, like so many members of this House,
a8 a constitutional authority. Of Mr.
George's capabilities I know nothing, but
of his honour and integrity 1 know a
good deal, and I am satisfied with his
appointment in those respects. The
member for East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes)
has expressed himself as prepared to give
Mr. George a trial; but while I also am
prepared to give the new Commissioner a
trial, I feel bound to point out that the
term of his sppointment is six years,
which is rather a long streteh of time for
a trial to extend over. The only redeem-
ing feature in that connection to me is
that, in common with the hon. member
on my right (Mr. Holmes), I believe Mr.
George to be sufficiently manly and
honourable not to wait to be asked for
his resignation should he find that his
administration is not satisfactory to the
public or that the railways are getting
ahead of him. TUnder such circomstances,
I believe, he would voluntarily tender
his resignation. Hon. members may
smile and say that Mr. George will not
give up his £1,500 a year until the
expiration of his six years’ term ; but my
opipion of the new Commissioner leads
me to a different conclusion. I do not
think so meanly of him., I come now to
those portions of the Governor's Speech
with which I desire specially to deal ; and
I ask the indulgence of hon. mewbers
while I read paragraph 7, so that they
muy know what I propose to speak on:—

The year just terminated veflects in the
increasing flow of immigration and the satis-
factory condition of our finances, the general
advance which that period has witnessed in
connection with the main industries of the
State. Inboth mining and agriculture steady
and gratifying progress is visible, and my
Ministers are determined that every effort

shall be made to foster and encourage in.
creased development in both those industries,

In connection with the fostering and
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encouraging of the mining industry, I
have fo point out a great defect in the
admiuvistration as a whole, for which
defect the Minister for Mines is respon-
sible. The difficulty was touched on by
the member for East Kimberley (Mr.
Counor), who is regarded asa pastoral
memwber, or a member representing the
pastoral industry, but who, it is to be
remembered, represents also a mining dis-
trict which soomer or later must become
of great consequence. The fact that the
mining district in the hon. member's elee-
torate is not being worked to-day as
largely as we should like, must be
admitted to be due solely to its geo-
graphical position. 1 believe the distriet
will become of the first importance within
the next decade, at all evenls. The
member for East Kimberley referred to
a guestion which I raised with the former
(Feneral Manager of Railways, Mr. John
Davies, and the present Acting Generaul
Manager, Mr. Short--the question of
cheap freight for ore requiring special
treatment which can be given to it
only at the seaport, Fremanile. In
asking that a concession be made to
the Murchison miners to allow of their
sending ore to Frewantle, I had occasion
to advocate the erection of a ramp at
Mount Magnet railway station. A ramp
sufficient for all the purposes to be
served would bave been erected by a
railway contractor, Mr. George Baxter,
for £50. The work, however, cost the
Government nearly £200. This matter
has been thrown back at me again and
again. It bhas been said that I caused
the expenditure of £186 for no return
whatever, since not one ounce of ore has
been sent from Mt. Magnet. But, for
what reagson? The member for East
Kimberley has discovered the reason.
The Government will not grant reason-
able facilities for getting the ore from
that locality, as well as other portions of
the Murchison district, to the coast.
Certain ores cannot be treated by battery
system, but require roasting in furnaces.
To my appeal the department replied by
computing the cost of conveying the ore
to the coast in the following fashion.
The trucks are at present running empty
from Cue; Dut, in order to be loaded, &
truck has to be left at the siding for one
day; then so many days are required to
convey the truck to Fremantle; and it
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has to remain at the smelters for o day
before being discharged. The depart-
mental officers accordingly computed the
cost of the truck to the department at so
many days, and on that basis claimed
that the ore cannot be carried for a lower
rate than that now being charged. I
bave to point out, however, that if this
House demands that the Railway Depart.
ment is to be worked so as to return a
profit on every class of freight. the sooner
the country returns a new set of members
the better.

Mr. Connor: To that (Ministerial)
side, yes.

Mg. WALLACE : I shall not consider
either side of the Honse. I want to
express my opinion. I have not been
agked to spesk as my parly may desire,
nor has it ever been insinuated to me
that I should deso. I speak from m
present position because I believe myself
to be supporting a party which serves the
interests of the State better than the
gentlemen sitling in Opposition.

Mg, Cownor: But you are quoting me
as an authority for your argument.

Mr. WALLACE : Quite so. You say
some good things at times.

Me. Connor: You should not make
uge of my arguments, you kmow, to hur)
them back at me.

Mp. WALLACE: I am gracious at
times.

Mg. Moran: You are ulways graceful,

Mz. WALLACE : Next comes a little
grievance I have to ventilate, and the
present is an opportunity afforded to hon.
members generally for the ventilation of
their grievances. I refer to the policy of
procrastination introduced by the present
Minister for Mines. I venture to ray
there is no more patient member than
myself sitting within the walls of this
Chamber; but even Job himself would
lose his patienee at times, especially if he
had to deal with Ministers. The policy
of procrastination initiated, as I say, by
the Minister for Mines is one which I do
not hesitate to say would bave worn out
the patience of Job six months ago. For
15 months I have been asking for a
battery for a locality known as Boogardie.

M=r. Moran: My sympathies are with
the Minister after bearing that name.

Mr. WALLACE: The Minister will
have an opportunity of explaining his
policy of procrastination to the House.
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I wish to remark that it is now 15
months since a promise was given that
the locality would be inspeeted and a
report made on it by the Mines Depart-
ment. The report made as the result
of the imspection was good, but the
Minister remained unsatisfied, and a delay
of months occurred. [MINISTER FOR
Mines interjected.] The Minister cor.
rects me, saying that two reports were
obtained and that the first one was not
good. Because every mine inspected did
not prove highly satisfactory, the whole
field was condemmned by the Govern-
ment inspector. When the new man
appointed by the Minister goes in
and shows that some of the mines
condemned by the previous inspector
are good nines, the Minister says to
himself, *That veport is too good;
there cennot be such properties in that
district,” and he almost wants a third
inspection. We do not object to as many
inspections as the Governwent like, but
what we do object to is this policy of
procrastination. I have numbers of letters
addressed to me from- my constituents
about this question, and I do urge the
Minister to assist us. But the Minister
has so much form to go through, there is
so much red-tape, that if you want to get
& document from another department it
takes fully a day.

Mz. Hoprins: Did you say one day?

Mz. Hasrie: One week.

Me. WALLACE: I am giving my
own experience. During the delay the
miners are holding on to their “shows.”
There are very few companies in the
Mount Magnet district: most of the
mines are owned by the working miners
who are being starved out, and the district
is suffering. People have to abandon
their “ghows ”’ and the properties appear
in the forfeited list, causing the opinion
outside of the district that the locality is
going backwards. The miners through
want of means cannot hold out until
appliances are given them, and properiies
are nbandoned. These properties appear
as forfeited mines, and people abroad who
are looking for investments say, “The
Murchison i3 not worth going into : look
at the number of forfeited mines there."”
The Minister has decided to give the
battery, and everything is now on a fair
way to settlement, but it will take another
five months before the battery is ready to
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erush, which will mean about 20 months
from the day of the first report until the
day the battery starts.

Mg. Moran: Is that the sort of
Minister you want ?

Mr. WALLACE : The Minister in this
instance has not the staff to get on with
the business as he would like. To-duy
we have only one geologist available, and
the applications from different parts of
the country which Mr. Gibb Maitland
receives are so namerous that it will take
him fully 12 months to get through those
on hand.

Mxy. Horkins:
ward ¥

Mz. WALLACE: I do not know that
Mr. Woodward is a State Geologist
now.

M=z. Horrins:
Northampton ?

Mr. WALLACE : The Minister finds
the staff at his disposal is not sufficient
to give attention to the different dis-
tricts, and I think he should ask for
assistance or make provision on the
Estimates for an increased staff.

Mz, Connor: Economical reform !

Me. WALLACE : The Miunes Depart-
ment is not overmanned ; it is the one
department we can poiat to which has
not sufficient officers.

Me. Moran: That is a sweeping
agsertion for the Government Whip.

Me. WALLACE: As Government
‘Whip I do not possess the (overnment
secrets. L want to get on to the land
question. Some encouragementi should
be given to the development of the State
lagds. The policy pursued by theidol of
the State in days gone by, Sir John
Forrest, was one of Jand settlement under
certain promises; and to illusirate more
clearly to the House what I mean, I will
instance the district of Goomalling.
People were induced to go to Govmalling
and take up land under the belief that
they would get a line of railway immedi-
ately, und it is only a month or six weeks
ago that the railway was completed.
Farming bas been carried on there under
the usual difficulties which surrounds
farming where there is no railway line.
Now we find the Government have gone
to parts other than the South of the
State, thanks to the present Govern-
ment, and have resumed areas of agri-

What about Wood-

What did he do to
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settlement. T want to sound a word of
warning to the Government in reference
to fostering the farming industry. If it
is the duty of the Government to settle
the land, they should give the people
every facility to get their crops fo a
market. The member for East Kimberley
is saying something, but I do not hear
what it 1s.

Mge. Cownor: You werve talking about
giving extra facilities to people, and I said
increase the rates,

Mz WALLACE: Land settlement is
progressing, T may say rapidly, in and
around the Victoria district and Gerald-
ton. If the Government follow the pohicy
of extension as the previous Government
outlined it, all the settlement in the
Vietoria district will be of no avail. The
Government should recognise the markets
belonging to the various districts in the
State, and should enuble the people to
get their produce-to those markets. It is
intended now to tap the markets belong-
to (Feraldton and its surroundings. Itis
intended by the policy of the Forrest
Governmeut to tap the wmarket which
belongs to the farmers of the Victoria
district, by means of a railway from
Geraldton wie Midland Junction to
Kalgoorlie, Menzies, Leonora, and right
round to Lawlers.

Mr. Moraw : That is a long tap.

Mr. WALLACE: There is rich country
all the same. The wmarket naturally
belongs to (Greraldton, and if the Govern-
mant are settling that portion of the land
of the country, it behoves the Government
to step in quickly and secure to settlers
the market which belongs to them. The
present policy is a bad one.

Mz. Coxror: Itis the policy of the
Government. '

Mr. WALLACE : It does not matter
whose policy it is, the policy is bad.
It is a question whether we are going to
encourage centralisation as in the past,
which was done by the majority who
sat behind Sir Joho Forrest in this
House. Are we going to support cen.
tralisation and allow the Northern part
of the State to do as it has done up to
the present, support its own people as

best it can? (iive people in the
North some encouragement avd they will
" help to swell the Treasury. If our

, markets are to be taken frow us, the
culturzl land, and thrown them open for | people around Greenough, the Irwin, and
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Northampton will find that their products
are no good to them. They cannot com-
pete with the people in this part of the
State in the only market in the State,
the Eastern Goldfields.

Mge. Moraw: What are you driving
at; what is your proposal ?

Mer. WALLACE: I want the Govern-
ment, if they eucourage people o settle,
to do something eise besides giving them
cheap land.

Me. Mozan: But what is your pro-
pusal ?

Mr. WALLACE: That the Govern-
ment should consider early the transport
of the produce from the Victoria district
to their market, and their market is the
East Murchison, Lawlers, Lake Way,
and other districts.

Me. Moran : What is the distance ?

Me. WALLACE: It is not a question
of distance, if we get away from the
policy of centralisation, but the distance
18 only about 160 miles. There is good
pastoral country, and mining, but that is
not the only inducement put forward for
the line. The strongest inducement is
to assist the people to settle on the land
by giving them a proper market.

Mg. ILLineworTH: And assisting the
fields as well by giving them cheap
produce.

Mg. WALLACE : The people on the
Murchison fields are agitating on this
question, If the Geraldton people had
been alive to their interests and if the
Greenough people had shown some energy
three years ago, they would probably have
had the Jine half through now, but the
people were so disheartened by the old
policy of the State. Lately, however,
they have exerted themselves; they have
now awakened. When people’s pockets
are touched they begin to cry out, and
now the people of the Geraldton district
are having their pockets touched. The
Government must give something more
than cheap land.

MR, Convor: Which Government ?

Me. WALLACE : The James Govern-
ment. I am speaking of a particular
district, to which no consideration was
given by Sir John Forrest, although he
was leader of this House for ten years.

Mg. Moran: The Throssell Govern-
ment gave your district every considera-
tion.
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Mr. WALLACE: The Throssell Gov-
ernment did not exist for any length of
time,

Me. Moran: The Throssell Govern-
ment existed long enongh to survey the
land and open it up.

Me. WALLACE: Sir John Forrest
is the father of the land settlement
scheme.

Me. Conwor: The Forrest Govern-
ment gave a longer railway to the district,
for the population settled there, than any
other place in the world bas.

Mer. WALLACE : That is quite true,
but should the Government build a line
rightround Kalgoorlietoget to Carnarvon’?
I say the Government should open up the
different ports. If it is proposed to go
to the London market to borrow money
for building railway lines, I shall not
oppose it because I believe the State will
progress as soon as the Government give
facilities to thefarmersand the pastoralists
who have been struggling for years. Mem-
bers should think of this, and probably I
shall have their assistance when the
matter comes more practically before the
House. The question of the appointment
of Mr. George I have spoken to, and I
only want to give a word of credit to the
member for West Perth who, in speaking
in the House and at some of his election
meetings in West Perth,. rightly placed
on the shoulders of Sir John Forrest,
and took from the shoulders of the
member for the Williams and the
late General Manager of Railways, the
blame for the scarcity of rolling-stock.
Members who bave sat in the House
during the past three or four years will
remember the appeuls made for rolling-
stock to the then Commissioner of Rail-
ways (Hon. F. H. Piesse) by the General
Manager, and how Sir John Forrest
replied to the Commissioner and said:
“ You do not want this stock now ;" and
the Commissioner said, ** It will take two
years to get the stock indented.” He
pointed out that the order should be
placed immediately. The vote, if I
remember rightly, was reduced from
about £400,000 to £200,000, and the
then Commissioner voted for the reten-
tion of the full amount, but was beaten
by the supporters of Sir John Forrest;
and I believe some of the mewmbers then
in Qpposition approved of the reduction,
And what do we find ? That instead of
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getting our locomotives at the time cal- |
culated by the then Commissioner, I |
believe it 18 only now that we are getting
some of them; so I think the member
for West Perth (Mr. Moran), who was
@ strong supporter of Sir Jobn Forrest,
deserves eredit for his honourable
criticism of that action. I do not lmow
how many wmembers are pledged to the
appointment of Commissioners; but I .
stated during my last election battle that
1 was in favour of removing the railways °
from political control. And inasmuch aus
there i8 one Commissioner already
appointed, and it is said a Bill will be .
brought in making provision for two |
more, it does not follow that because I
supported the Government against the ,
amendiment of the leader of the Opposi-
tion, I shall support that Bill.

Mr. Moran : To throw it out will be
taken as a vote of want-of-confidence.

Me.Conrvor: The bon. member would
support the Government in anything.

Mr. WALLACE : The hon. wember
(Mr. Connor) is, I believe, possessed of
the “ open wind ” with which the leuder of
the Opposition was once credited.

ME. Cowmor: No oae can accuse
you of that.

Mr. WALLACE: If the hon. mem-
ber desires to persist in these discourtesies,
I would ask that the Speaker put down
this sort of thing, following out his |
expressed intention. We are men by
nature, and for goodness sake let us be '
men jn manners. Let us fight these I

|

battles fairly, instead of sitting like the
hon. member, eternally smiling and
frivolously interjecting. I enjoy a good
interjection, but I do detest persistent
frivolity. From the colour of the hon.
member's hair we should expect some-
thing better. Getting away from the
hon. member’s opinion of myself, I would
point out that if the prospective Bill
does not contain the conditions I consider
it should embody— -~

Mg. Morax: You are in favour of
the full control being in the Commis-
sioners ?

Mr. WALLACE: I am in favour of
removing the railways from political
control.

Mg. InninoworTn: The Bill will put
them absolutely under that control.

Mr. WALLACE : Pardon me.
Bill promises to put them under political

The i
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control; but I shall not vote for any
half-and-half measures. I will either
have the one thing or none. [ cannot
help it if my Government do uot agree
with me. )

Mgr. Moran: There will be a gay time
with so many differences between Govern-
ment supporters.

Mr. WALLACE : If the House will
not be consistent, I guarantee there
will be a gay time; because I do like
consistency.

Mg, Tavior: It is a thing you do
not seem to have much of.

Me. WALLACE: As to the civil
service, I do not know the position the
House now holds, when the work of the
Hoyal Cominission is in progress.

Me. Moraw: The House has a free
hand, anyhow.

Mgr. WALLACE : But 1 should like
to say, if there be one thing our esteemed
friend Sir John Forrest sbhould be
ashamed of in the Public Service Act—
it was opposed by myself and many others
—-1t is the section which establishes the
right of heads of departments to make
secret reports againet those under them.
I think 1t 2 most abominable section.

Mk, Moran: I agree with you. It is
not ai all British.

Mzr. WALLACE: If we have in our
service a class of men who should be
gentlemen at the head of these depart-
menis, who are mean enough to write
secret reports about their subordinates, I
say we shounld deal with them here; and
T imagine they would pot be dealt with
too pleasantly.

Me. Hoprina: Has not that always
been done ?

Me. WALLACE: The Act iz only
about two years old. What may have
been done before was not done in accord-
ance with the statute. There must be a
misunderstanding among Ministers, who,
I believe, are endeavouring to correct me.
But I require no correction, for I have
looked up the section. The reports are
termed confidential ; but what difference
is there between confidential and secr:t?
[Me. Moran: None whatever.] The
person about whom they are writing does
not know what is going on. He has no
chance of answering the allegations.

Me. Hoprins: No chance whatever.

Mzr. WALLACE: Is it not asother
form of assassination, a form of anarchy?
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And the idol, the gentleman whom some
members fairly worshipped for years in
this State, and who by some is worshipped
now—-has established, I will not say n
department for the cultivation and
education of detectives, because they are
not go honourable as detectives, but a
gecret service department. We do not
know what the Royul Commission will
do; but I hope something will be doue
to care that, because I believe there are
many cases of injustice; and while I am
in this House—I do not care who is with
me— I shall see that every person, white
mwan, Chinaman, Afghan, whatever be his
colour, who has been treated unjustly
shall get justice. I have in my mind’s
eye what I believe to be some cruel cases
of injustice perpetrated under this Act;
and I say the inclusion of that section is
a shadow resting on Sir John Forrest.

-Mg. Moraw: And op the Ministers
who use it 50 largely.

Me. WALLACE: Quite so. Well,
perhaps they are as bad as those who
make the reports, for encouraging them.
Another maiter. Year after year we sit
here and make laws. It has always been
a sore point with me, the question why
these laws are not administered. What
is the good of loading the statute book
with Acts that are not administered ?
There is 4 provision in that Public Service
Act thatif a Govermmnent gervant becomes
financially embarrassed and takes advan-
tage of a composition, or goes through
the Baukruptey Court, he shall be dis-
missed from the service, pending—[Me.
Moran : Reconstruction]—the arrange-
ment of his affairs. But we find that
section has not been administered. We
find men to-day bolding positions which
should not be held by them. Why
should that be? Some of them are my
personal friends, and I should be sorry to

see them ousted; but if they are’

unfortunate enough to become amenable
to the law, let them be dealt with as the
law directs, On the question of educa-
tion, T do not think there is one
man in the House or outside who
.can condemn our Stute system. We
find some are perbaps dissatisfied becanse
a school or schools are not placed in every
locality when demanded ; but taking the
departmeut as a whole, I believe our
gystem stands foremost in Australia. 1t
is an admirable system, and the results

{30 Jurv, 1902.]

Sizth day. 313
shown in the report now om the table
will substantiate my stutements.

Mr. Horxivs: Guod teachers are
leaving for want of decent salaries.

Me. WALLACE : Well, I believe the
salaries are pald according to classifi-
cation; and I know of instances when,
directly a man has shown his ability and
that he merits a higher position, he has
got it instantly.  True, there are some
minor injustices, such as the too frequent
removal of teachers.  Perbaps the
children’s interests are not considered as
they should be.  When we have in one
town seven school teachers in five years,
it is about time some protest was made;
for that is a serious injustice to the
children, every schoolmaster having his
own method, notwithstanding the general
departmental plan. But that is only a
ntinor blemish, which can be removed by
the department. I cannot speak as I
ghould like, because hon. membery will
insist on talking, and my voice is not
strong enough to overpower them. I
caunot hear wyself. I wish to refer to
this matter of secret purchases of land.
[Me. Moran: Call it confidential.] The
dource is entitled by the Auditor-Genperal,
the Secret Purchase Fund.

M=e. YELVERTON: Another form of
assassination.

Mer. WALLACE: Directly the House
assemnbles, we have hon. members bicker-
ing across the floor at the Government
about this secret purchase, and con-
demning the system of spending money
without authority, And why? Per-
haps I had better not say why, be-
cause I think the Bpeaker would pull
me up. Howerver, it is evident the Gov-
ernment did not approach those members
with a view of buying their land and
giving them an opportunity of putting up
the prices. Regarding compulsory arbi-
tration, I should be sorry to believe we
cannot get justice from arbitration courts.
I must, at the same time, say that in
reviewing the number of arbitration cases
between the Government and private
owiers, in every instance the Governmeunt
have had to pay very high prices. So the
Government, notwithstanding they acted
unconstitutionallyin spending this money,
have, 1 helieve, saved the State some
hundreds of thousands of pounds; and
persons other than those who have parted
with their land at fair prices will thank
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the Government most heartily for the !
step they have taken. I come to the
Royal Commission on the Coolgardie
Water Scheme. I for one have often
said Royal Commissions are only white-
washing machines ; but no one perusing
the report of this commission can place it
in the game category. This is one of the
most outspoken reports I have liud the
pleasure of reading in this Assembly, and
all T fear is that the members of the Com-

mission, in their outspokenness, will be -
brought to book. I went through it to
mark off those items upon which [ shounld
like to speak when the time arrived ; and
1 found that the whole report was marked
off. [Mge. Moran: Give it to us.] No.
But while I have opposed the uppoint-
mentof Royal Commissions, and supported
the member for Cue {(Mr. Illingworth) in
calling them whitewashing machines, 1
must say, if Commissioners such as
these could always be found, I should
invariably favour their appointment.
The justice of that report has yet to be
gone into, but I feel sure that members
of the Commission bave given a report
without regard to personal friendship for
any of those people concerned, and with:
out fear. It is, in my opinion, a most
unbiassed and honourable report, and I
hope the time will soon arrive when the
House will have an opportunity of dis-
cussing it, Then 1 hope that finally,
when the House bas arrived at a con.
clusion, the Government will be found
acting in accordance with the decision
of Parliament. That the country bas
suffered from maladministiration of
this Coolgardie Water Scheme is
patent to everyone, and if a person
or persons are guilty of what is
charged against them in this report,
I for one would urge the Government,
as far as I have any power to do so,
to tuke farther action and bring those
persons to book; because it is a cruel
shame that the money of the people of
this State should be ireated and wasted
as this has been. Let e tell the mem-
ber for West Perth (Mr. Moran) that he,
along with the members of the party with
whom I sat for years, did not approve of
this scbeme. I have heard the hon.
member say that the scheme was not
wanted ; that the people on the goldfields
did not desire the water. True, we have
to alter our opinionsastime goesalong
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Me. Morav: Did you hear me say
that ¥

Me WALLACE: I did.

M=r. Moran: Look it up for me.
would be a great help for me.

Mr. WALLACE: I was one who was

It

. prompted, as new members are always,
. by outgide influence, evil influence, ever

ready to get the ear of a new chum in
Parliament, and was filled up with
untruthful, biassed reports. I came in
here believing I was a full-fledged engi-
neer, and I told Sir John Forrest that
the water would never get there. I was
wrong, and I admit it; and I bope now,
with everyone else, that the scheme will
be followed with success. I am glad
indeed that Sir John Forrest is to be
asked to perform the ceremony of turning
the water on, I think it a most graceful
tribute to pay to him, though I did no
agree with him in polities. :

Mr. Moran: He iz good enough to
turn the water on, anyhow.

Mr. WALLACE: I have nothing
particular to explain about walking from
oue side of the House to the other. I
have always followed the policy T am
pursuing to-night.

Mr. JacoBy: A nice-looking policy.

Me. WALLACE: As long as members
oceupying the Ministerial seats follow the
course they have pursued during their
time of office, and which they pursned
while they were in a minority, I wili be
found with them, and I believe, with due

‘regpect 0 the leader of the Oppositivn

(Mr. Nanson), that Ministers would
indeed have to be very bad before the
country would accept the hon. member as
leader of this House,

Me. J. RESIDE (Hannans): I have
certainly been struck during the course
of this debate with the sympathy which
has been extended to the goldfields people
by the members of the Opposition, and
I shall hope, later on in this session, to
claim the fulfilment of some of those
promises and that sympathy. I would
like also to tell them that although the
Labour party are thankful for the advice
they have rendered to us, yet at the
same time the Labour party are quite

' competent to fix their own opintons,

take their own course, and answer to their
constituents for their own action. There
is one thing I decidedly think shounld
be brought about very scon, and that is
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the abolition of the food duties, which
would be a great assistance to the people
of the goldfields, I hope, with the
member for West Perth (Mr. Moran)},
that those duties will be done away with,
especiully as they are no protection what-
ever to the farmer. If members of this
House are in favour of assisting the
goldfields people, they will either give
them some reduction in regard to rail-
way rates or else will construct the
Esperance line, and thus give a shorter
route for sending goods to them. As
far as the railway difficolty is con-
cerned, it is a legacy from the old party.
A great deal of the trouble which exists
has been cansed by the policy of the past.
You recollect that the old Government
—the TForrest-Throssell combination—
starved their lines of rolling-stock and
neglected to procure adequate workshops
to keep them in repair, and then they
boasted about the big profits they made.
Now the Government have to foot the
bills, and there is nothing but a deficit
staring them in the face; consequently
they are attempting to raise the rates.
Although the rates in some respects were
justified, speaking as an Kastern Gold-
fields representative I say it is unfair to
expect us up there to pay for all the
unprofitable lines in the State. I agree
with the policy outlined by some members
in this debate, that if the object of low
rates is to assist industries, and there is
a deficit, that deficit should he made up
by direct tazation. We have been told
by some members on the Opposition side
of the House that the railways should not
be run to pay, yet at the same time those
members have not pointed out how
we are going to make up for the loss
on the rallways, and I assert that the
only way to do it is by direct taza.
tion. In reference to some criticism that
has been passed, there has been a good
deal of fanlt-finding, but few people have
attempted to point out to the Govern-
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ment the lines on which they may beable '

to make some improvement in respect to
the administration of therailways. Every-
body admits that the cost of the adminis-
tration of our railways is excessive, and
the best way to reduce that excessive cost
—and I consider it can be reduced, and
in my opinion the member for Sussex
(Mr. Yelverton), and the member for
East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes), tonched
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the palnt-—is in relation to the Locomotive
Departmment. Speaking as a man of some
experience amongst machinery, and one
who takes an intevest in this question, I
assert, from inquiries I have made, that
there 1s great reom for improvement and
economy in the locomotive branch of our
railways; and I also assert that a great
deal of this {rouble has been caused by
the administration of the past in getting
rid of Mr. Campbell and installing Mr.
Rotheram. I may peint out that when
Mr. Rotheramn came over here from New
Zeuland at a pretty good salary, healso
brought a team of New Zealand experts
with him. The introduction of these New
Zealand men here has been the cause of
jealousy, and consequently disorganisa-
tion in the staff. One of the acts that Mr,
Rothernm did shortly after taking office
was to despatch two of the chief officers—
the chief clerk and the chief accountant—
who were geting £350 a year, with a
paint-pot to travel round and paint the
tare figures on various trucks and wagons,
and he wants now 15s. a day for their
expenses, whereas he could have got the
work done by a common labourer at 8s.
or 10s. & day. Mr. Rotheram has been
handicapped by not havingsufficient work-
shops, but he has nottaken the best advan-
tage of the Jabour and facilities at his dis-
posal. He has been carrying out new fads
and experiments instead of putting men
into vital work, vital repairs upon the
rolling-stock. The interjection by the
wmember for the South-West Mining
District (Mr. Ewing) reminds me of one
item he referred to, thut Leing that Mr.
Rotheram is responsible for the intro-
duction of what is called the * soft-coal
funuel,” otherwise the spark.arrester.
About 200 engines have been fitted with
this soft-coal funnel, each engine costin

about £35, and 200 engines at £35 woulﬁ
be an estimated cost of about £7,000.
I would ask mewmnbers as common-sense
men, and men of some practical ex-
perience, whether it is right that this
should be carried out when it is known,
and should be known to the gentleman
controlling that department, that these
same things have been tried in New
Zealand and thrown on to the serap-heap
as a failure. Farthermore, I say that
the introduction of these soft-coal funnels
bas cansed a great increase in the cost of
running these lecomotives; and not only
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that, but they have decreased the effisiency
of the engines, because the placing of
these funnels on the engines means a
reduction in the exhaust pipe, and coo-
sequently it causes a big pressure in the
cylinder, more power required to drive
the engine, and more coxl needed to get
the power; and notl only that, but the
engine itself can only pull two carriages
less. It has been estimated by practical
men that the increased cost for coal on
the 150 engines through the use of these
soft-coal funnels has been £16,000 for
one year. These things are no credit to
the Engineer, because, as I have already
asserted, the same scheme in reference to
the soft-coal funnels has been tried in
New Zealand, and it had to be discarded
as a failure. T believe the object in
putting on that soft-coal funnel was to
avert bush fires; but when members
recollect the fact that we have paid only
about £1,500 to meet claims for bush
fires, I think it will be conceded that
it would be better at the present time to
let the thing go and put the men on to
something that is actually vital. There
is another matter to which I would like
to call attention, and it appears to me
rather a peculiar one. At one time in
this State they used to manufacture
brake blocks, safety chains, safety springs
and side springs, choppers, and buffer
pins. The Locomotive Department ceased
manufacturing all these things in the
State and imported them. I believe the
idea of members of this House is that we
ghould try to manufacture as much of the
railway rolling-stock and requisites as
possible in this State, and that instead of
decreasing the manufacture of them, we
* ghould endeavour to increase it. One
most peculiar thing I kave found in the
course of my inquiries wae the fact that
a good deal of the machinery they have
been introducing over here for some time
has been coming in packing cases. These
packing cases are composed of pretiy
good timber, and T believe they could be,
sold at a fair price; but instead of
adopting that course, the authorities
controlling that deparlment have seen
fit to break up the cases, put them on
trucks, and send them to Geraldton for
firewood, paying 30s. a ton for freight-
age over the Midland Railway, whereas
firewood can be bought in Geraldton for
16s. a ton. Another thing is the fact that
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' gerap-iron from Geraldton was sent to

Fremantle, and it cost 30s. per ton for
freight, whereas it was sold at 138, a ton.
This ig one of the things causing loss to
the Railway Department.

Mg. Conwor: We have had enough
about scrap-iron.

M. REBIDE: Perhaps the hon.
wember is championing the gentleman
controlling this branch of the Railway
Department; but I am inclined to agree
with the member for East Fremantle
(Mr. Holmes) that he should be parted
with. The member for East Kimberley
(Mr. Connor} is an expert in figures,
and probably some figures would in-
terest him. During the time Mr.
Campbell was in charge of this depart-
ment, which was in 1897 and 1898,
the ezpenditure was £315,000. In
1898-9 it was reduced to £297,499,
representing a saving of £17,510; and
the cost per frain mile at that time was
1s. 93d. Six months of the next year,
1899.1900, was under Mr. Campbell's

_administration, and the other six months

under that of Mr. Evans, the Interlock-
ing Engineer, the expenditure for the
yeur being £406,665. The great increase
in expenditure was due to extra mileage
run; the mileage rose from three and a
quarter milliens to four and a quarter
millions, whilst the cost per train mile
was slightly increased, to 1s. 11d. The
principal cause of this increase in the
cost per train mile was stated to consist
in the circumstance that there was no
permanent head of the staff. When,
however, it is seen that the last report
shows the cost per train mile at 2s.
5d., and farther when it is remembered
that the present cost per train mile is
estimated by certuin people who think
they know the subject at 3s., it must be
admitted that there is great opportunity
for cutting down excesstve expenditure in
the locomotive branch.  Another matter
which may interest hon. members is that
when Mr. Rotheram took charge of the
branch, he reported the condition of
the rolling-stock—locomotives, wagons,
and carriages—to be *“only fair.” During
the next year the expenditure of the
locomotive branchincreased from £406,565
to £497,187, a leap of £30,000 in a
single year. The train mileage, be it
remembered, had actually decreased dur-
ing this year by 90,000 miles, whilst the
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cost per train mile rose from 1s. 11d. to
2s. 5d. Mr. Rotheram states, as one of
the reasons for the abnormal expenditure,
the circumstance thut the condition of
the rolling-stock was unsatisfactory. Un-
satisfactory, after all that trouble and
expense! I am prepared to muintain
the reason is that the work of the depart-
ment was not directed to proper channels.
I shall give an illostration. The numbers
on the engines, which had cost between
£8 and £12 apiece, were not good
enough for Mr. Rotheram, who must
oceupy the time of the men and spend the
money of the State in putting on new
numbers, at a cost of about £15 per
engine. That work, I say, was absolutely
unnecessary, and the money spent on it
was thrown away at a time when the
country was crying out for increased
rolling-stock and when there were hun-
dreds of crippled carriages lying at the
Fremantle jetty and in other places. Hon,
mewmbers need only go tv the Fremantle
jetty to-day to see a string of trucks, as
long as the jetty itself, laid up uwait-
ing repairs. 'This brings to my recol-
lection the fact that some time ago, when
the shortage of rolling-stock was highly
acnle, Mr. Kingsmill, the then Minister
for Railways, stated the department had
only 103 locomotives in service, 145 being
crippled. I ask, is it right that the work
of the locomotive employees should be
devoted to mere embellishment and the
making of nnnecessary alterations when
105 locomotives, more than half the loco-
motives vwned by the State, are laid up
awaiting repairs? I am prepared to
maintain that if all therolling-stock owned
by the State were at the present time in
proper running order, there would be no
need to ery out for additional rolling-
stock. We have sufficient stock for our
needs, if only it be kept in a proper state
of repair. In proof of my assertion I
may mention that some time ugo there
were actually 900 trucks awaiting repairs
at Fremantle, Albany, Geraldton, and
other places. A matter which strikes me
g rather peculiar has occurred in connec-
tion with certain new American engines,
Baldwin engines, which, as is known to
most of us, were recenily imported. At
a cost of about £56,000, twenty Baldwin
engines were imported. As I takeit, a
man whe understands his work would
have sent proper designs and specifications
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to America, so that when the engines
arrived here the only thing necessary
would be to put them together and send
them off on their business. We find,
however, that when the engines did arrive
it was at once considered necessary tu put
on workmen to make alterations. Many
of these alterations, to my mind, were
quite unnecessary.

Hon. F. H, Pigsse: Were not the en-
gines cabled for?

Mr, RESIDE: Certain details in con-
nection with these alterations ave worthy
of special mention, The old fusible plugs,
which to my mind are perfectly good,
were removed from these engines, and
new plugs of an inferior desecription, to
my thinking, were inserted. Seeing that
each boiler has two fusible plugs, and
that the substituted plug is the inferior
article, I cannot help wondering why so
much expense and trouble were unneces-
garily incurred. The result of the sub-
stitution is that the pew fusible plug,
which iz supposed to blow out and give
warning to the engine-driver when the
water gets too low in the boiler, blows off
before the water does, in fact, get too low.
As a consequence, a number of locomo-
tive vmployees have been degraded ; and
those men, I maintain, are suffering for
nothing more nor less than the fads of the
Locomotive Superintendent. To give an
example of the management obtaining in
the locomotive branch, I may mention
that wben one of the Baldwin engines
had been erected and was given a trial
run, the compensating buckles on the
engines broke, with the result that the
compensaling buckles in the whole of the
20 engines imported had to be replaced.
That is the kind of article we are getting
for our £56,000. A matter which came
under my personal observation when I
passed through the yards is that the
driving-wheels of all these engines had to
be put in the lathe and turned down,
because they would not fit the rails.
There were, in addition, other alterations
in various parts of the engine, costing in
all from £35 to £40 per engine, T believe.
I want to know, who pays for these
alterations? Do the Government pay, or
does the Baldwin Company ? Farther, I
should like to know who is responsible
for sending such a specification that when
the engines arrive they are unfit to go
into traffic? There are many of these
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matters which appear t¢ me peculiar, to
say the least. Farther, I understand
that Mr. Rotheram is responsible for
removing the blow-off cocks of the boilers,
and replacing them with some new fads
of his own. The substituted blow-off
cocks are worse than the original articles,
so that the extra expense incurred
18 uiterly unwarrantable, Next come
the lubricators "on the engines. The
lubricators supplied by the American
manufacturers were good; in fact, the
engine-drivers were thoroughly satisfied
with them. Hon. members must know
that these lubricators cost £6 apiece.
We find the locomotive engineer taking
off the old lubricators and replucing them
with articles costing £8 apiece, but not
nearly so satisfactory in their working.

Mr. Jacory: Where do the original
lubricators go to? Into the stores
account ?

Mg. RESIDE: Yes. They form part
of the obsolete stock we have to square up
in connection with the stores account.

Mr. Hopgrvs: They form part of the
Treasurer’s surplus.

Mr. RESIDE: Another matter re-
quiring attention s the cost of trucks.
When Mr. Kingsmill was in charge, the
Railway Department could place a four-
wheeled wagon on the line here at a vost
of about £80, while the wagons Mr.
Rotheram is potting on the line to-day
cost the State nearly £200 apiece.

How. ¥. H. Piesse: Those are the
bogies; the others are four-wheeled
trucks. .

TrE CorowiaL SEcreTARY: Nine tons,
four-wheeled,

Mz. RESIDE : No; I am talking about
the other trucks. When the new trucks
arrived, they could not be put together
and set to work immediately; a gang of
men had to be put on to make alterations,
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so that a good deal of time was lost before -

the trucks were ready for traffic. I say
that the man who cannot give an order
for an ordinary four-wheeled wagon in
such terms that when it arrives here it is
perfectly ready to be put together and
sent into traffic is not fit for a responsible
position, Yet another matter requiring
attention is the excessive tare which the
wagons now carry. In days gone by, a
six-ton truck was tared at about three
and a half tons; but the eight-ton trucks
now put on our lines are tared at five tons.

Sixth d Y.

This means « heavy increase in the dead-
weight haulage, Nest, there is a matter
for which I think there can be no excuse.
I believe it bappens even at the present
time that goods trains for the gold-
fields are delayed for want of coal to run
them. What is more, I have been told
by eertain people that occasionally coal has
to be taken out of the bunkers of freight
trains and put on the locomotives of
passenger trains. I maintain that if the
locomotive branch cannot kerp in stock a
sufficient supply of coal to carry on the
railway service

M=, THOMAS: What you describe has
bappened at Kalgoorlie station several
times.

Mg. RESIDE: Yes; it bas happened
at Kalgoorlie station. There is no excuse
for such things. Next, I have to point
out that Mr, Rotheram is responsible
for the discarding of the Wilson axle-
bozes. These axleboxes were giving
satisfaction; but Mr. Rotheram thought
fit to introduce a new type of axlebox,
leaving on the hands of the storekeeper a
quantity of boxes estimated to be worth
£5,000.

How~. F. H. Pigsse: Those axleboxes
are scattered all along the railways.

Mz. RESIDE: Then Mr. Rotheram
substituted for the old springs a new
kind of spiral spring, with the result
that the Wilson axleboxes are inclined to
run hot, That running-hot affects the
spiral spring, causing it to collapse, and
g0 the truck is thrown out of use for a
time. The number of these breukages, I
may state for the information of hon.
members, from February to July on the
Kastern Goldfields line alone, that is from
Coolgardie to Southern Cross, was 188.
These breakdownps, it must beremembared,
mean delays to the freights. Many of
the delays in the transport of goods to
Eastern Goldfields consignees are caused
by nothing more or less thar Mr.
Rotheram’s introduction of his faddish
gpiral spring. For the same period,
February to July, there were also 72 cut
axles; that is to say, axles which had
ron hot. Let hon. members consider-—
72 cut axles on the Eastern Goldfields
line between February and July! Here
is another fad of Mr. Rotheram’s, The
gteam regulators in use on the engines
were not good enough for the present
Locomotive SBuperiniendent. People who
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~are in the habit of travelling on the | I do notthink the railway question is one
" suburban lires may often have uoticed ; either for hilarity or party politics. I

that trains bump and jolt at start-
ing and stopping. No doubt the blame
is usually placed on the shoulders of
the inexperienced drivers; but a great
many of these bumps and jolts, I
am in a position to state, are
caused by Mr. Rotheram’s steam re-
gulator. The T.ocomotive Superinten-
dent discarded the regulator which was
giving fair satisfaction, and which the
drivers could control, and by means of
which they could give steam gradually,
in favour of une in every respect inferior,
which gives steam with a full “go” and
consequently causes jerks and jolts.
Hera is another unnecessary alteration
involving the country in useless expend-
iture. I am indeed pleased to observe
that my remarks on this important and
gerigus question are affording the mem-
ber for Bast Perth so much entertain-
ment.

Mz. Conrnor : You mnean West Perth
(Mr. Moran): East Perth is enjoying
himself outside.

M=r. RESIDE : I have mentioned just a
few of the matters which I think call for
attention. I certainly considerit theboun-
den duty of the Government fo inquire
into them and to see that an alteration is
wade.
Commissioner of Railways, or whatever
he is to be called, has a fair knowledge
of these matters; and I think he will be
able to do pgood by giving them his
attention : that is, if he be properly
supported by the Government. I strongly
recommend the Gevernment to take im-
mediate steps towards ending the waste-
ful administration of the locomotive
branch. A matter to which my attention
was called the other day is that the new

The new General Manager, or |

class of engine being imported from °

America at great cost has a firebox of a
type condemned in England as long as
25 years ago.

Men experienced in these ;

mutters, and possessing a practical know- -

ledge of railway work dating from their
boyhood, predict that the fireboxes will
prove a failure. A really serious defect
pointed out to me in connection with the
Baldwin engines is that the water gauge
does not give the true levei of the water.
Consequently they run the danger of
“bursting up the show.” (Laughter.)
However, I say,as far asT am concerned,

certninly think, although the Opposition
had to bring forward a no-confidence
motion to sustain themselves and the
country, and show that they were game to
do their duty, it was unfortunate that
they picked the question of railway
adminstration to tackle the Government
on. 'There is not a man in the House
who is satisfied with the condition of the
railways of the State, and it was wrong
for the Opposition to do what they did
last gession when the Government
attempted fo straighten railway matters,
and when Mr. Holmes tackled the ques-
tion in the right direction. The Govern-
ment were thrown out of office over this
questiop, and I am sorry the Opposition
attempted to do the same thing on this
occasion. I do not think they were
serious, but if they had been successful
in upsetting the political situation, instead
of 1mproving the position the railway
administration would have ended in con-
fusion being worse confounded. As far
as Mr. QGeorge’s appointment is con-
cerned, it would have been better if the
question had been referred to Parliament,
especially for the Government. Parlia-,
ment would have taken upon itself
the responsibility ; but matters had been
unsettled so long that it was necessary
that some step should be taken. As to
the increase in the railway rates, the
people on the goldfields do not believe in
being taxed for the benefit of other dis-
tricts. I suppose the goldfielda people
would like to get their commodities
carried cheaper than now, still we are
willing to puy our share of the working
expenses, sinking fund, and interest.

Mr. Taomas: On our own railway;
not on the others.

Me. RESIDE: 1t is ouly fair to ask
us to do that, but not to ask people on the
goldfields to make up the losses incurred
on other lines. T hope some scheme will
be adopted to give some concession to the
goldficlds people as far as railway facili-
ties are concerned. As to the board of
commizsionera, I am not in a position to
give an opinion on the question until
I see the Bill whick it is proposed
to bring before the House. One thing
that struck me last session was the neces-
gity for some alteration being made in
reference to railway management in this
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State. The result of the Jobhn Davies
inquiry board showed me that the general
manager of railways did not shoulder
gufficient responsibility. T am sare that
in many details the responsibility could
be left with the general manager, and not
with the political head of the departinent.
The Commissioner of Railways very ofien
does not understand the question when
giving approval. I think some alterution
should be made by which the general
manager should shoulder wore responsi-
bility than he does at the present time,
and I hope the House will approach the
question in such a manner that good will
regult, as far as the railways are concerned,
also I hope some effort will be mads in
the way of decreasing the cost of adminis.
tration, I was surprised the other night
when the member for Dundas (Mr.
Thomas) spoke on the question, and told
a rather doleful tale of the mining industry
of the State.

Mz. Tromas: Oh, no.

Mg. RESIDE: I do not think it came
with good grace from the bon. member
who represents foreign capital to diseredit.
the mining industry and say, as he did,
that the mining industry was going down.

. It is hardly time to cry " stinking fish "
when we kmow that our small population
is responsible for one half of the gold
produced in Australia.

Me. Tromas: I never did.

Mr. RESIDE: You gave the impres-
sion to the House that the mines were
drifting to destruction.

Me. Teomas: I never did anything of
the sort.

Mr. RESIDE: I certainly consider
that the hon. member gave the impres-
sion that if the mining industry went on
for a few more years there would be no
mining industry at all, and that we only
needed to carry the caleulations on for
a few years and the industry would be
wiped out. I only want to call attention
to one paragraph of the Mines report for
1901, which gives a table and says:—

It will he seen from the sbove table that
the number of tons of gold ore rised and the
number of ounces of gold produced per man
employed above and underground is 9347 tons
and 10804 ozs.respectively, as against 76-99
tona and 87-950z8. in 1900.

As the number of men employed on the
mines ig practically the same as last year,
the work done by the miners must be

[ASSEMBLY.]

Sizth day.

better, because when there is such a big
increase on the output it cannot be said
that the mines are failing.

Mgz, Tuomas: I did not say they were
failing; I said the production per ton
was going down.

TrE MinisTER For Mines: The aver-
age is not decreasing in the same ratio.

Mr. RESIDE: I think as a general
rule on the goldfields, as in the Kastern
States, the ahallow zone is always the
richest, and as the wines go down the
uverage value of the ore is generally less.

Mr. Teomas: Certainly; that was my
argument.

Mgz. RESIDE: If the average value is
decreasing, the same number of men is
employed and the total production is
increasing. Every man engaged in the
industry above or below ground is pro-
ducing 108o0zs. of gold. There is one
thing I would like to refer to in reference
to the inspection of mines. Itis a ques-
tion which has occupied the attention of
the Minister somewhat, and T hope he will
do something until a better inspection of
wines is carried out in Western Australia.
I certainly know that the percentage of
accidents, both serions and fatal, is too
high, and I hope the percentage will be
reduced. There is one thing particularly
interests me ag far as the East Coolgardie
goldfield is concerned. It is the most
important goldfield in the State, the
mines being responsible for 55 per cent.
of the gold yield, and the mines employ
57 per cent. of the miners of the State;
yet that goldfield which is employing such
a large number of men at the present
time has only one inspector. I have
argued previously that one inspector is
not safficient to ecarry out the work in
thia district, and I hope the Minister will
see his way to appoint an assistant inspee-
tor for Bast Coolgardie and to have a
better svstem of mines inspection than has
Lieen the case in the past. Thereisanother
watter that is deserving of attention,
some alteration should be made in the
regulations under the Sunday Labour in
Mines’ Act. There is too much unneces-
sary Sunday work carried on at the pre-
sent time, and the reason is the faulty
administration of this particular Act.

M=. TromMas: Hear, hear.

Mz. RESIDE: I am glad to hear that
the hon. gentleman is in sccord with my
opinion. I am also glad to know that 1%
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is the announced intention of the Minister
to introduce a Mines Regulation Act to
make some Decessary amendments, and
farther to provide for the safety of the
miners employed in the gold mines.
There is one thing which I think calls
for the attention of the House, and I
think the Minister has included it in the
amended Mines Regulation Act: 1 refer
to the excessive employment of recently
arrived foreigners. The employwent of
these men should be stopped in connection
with gold-mining. It is not creditable
to those patriotic gentlemen, the British
capitalists, that they shonld ask the Aus-
tralian miner to go begging for work and
not to get it, while foreigners from Italy
and Austria are importedand employed on
the mines,

Mz. THomMAs : Who is importing them ?

Mg. RESIDE : Some people belonging
to the Chamber of Mines.

Mg. Tuomas: I think you should give
the names.

Mr. RESIDE: David Norrie & Co.
is one firm.

Mr. Tromas: Why not stop them.
They are not allowed to import these
men.

Me. RESIDE: Farther, I consider
that men who do not understand the
Bnglish language and are not intelligent
are a perfect menace to the workmen
employed underground; and for that
reason alone they should not be allowed
to work in such a dangerous occupation
a8 gold-mining on the fields nor on timber
stations in the South-West. Something
should be done in this direction. There
was a promise made some time ago
which I hope will be carried out this
session. I refer to better provision in
reference to the employment of qualified
engine-drivers, both at the timber mills
and in shops and factories. In Western
Australia we are behind the times in this
direction. Such a law has been in force
for a considerable time in Victoria and
elsewhere. Engine-drivers on the mines
are compelled to go through a pretty stiff
examination, and it is only right that
engine-drivers employed in shops and
factories and oun timber mills should
undergoa test. 'While speaking of engine-
drivers I include firemen who are carrving
out respoosible duties, being in charge of
boilers, and if they bave a mishap they
may wreck the whole place.
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How. F. H. Piesse: * Burst up the
whole show.” (Laughter.)

Me. RESIDE: Yes, they may “ burst
up the whole show.” That is so. These
men should also have a certain amount of
knowledge of the English language and
be put through a test. On some of the
mines on the East Coolgardie field the
mine owners are beginning to engage
Austrians and Ttalians who do not under-
stand the English language, and these
men hold respensible positions, although
they do not understand the Enghsh
language intelligently. It is a menaee to
the miners underground to have men
who do npot understand the English
language looking after the boilers, and it
is thought they should undergo an
examination in their work and also pass
an education test.

Mxr. Taomas: Of course the mine
owners do not want to look after their
own property! They want to injure the
Place as much as they can!

Mz. RESIDE: 1 do not want to take
up the time of the House longer. I have
mentioned a few matters and I hope they
will be attended to. In reference to the
redistribution of seats T hope the Bilt will
be framed in w manner which will give
satisfaction to the people. I considerthe
leader of the Opposition is quite right,
that the time has arrived when we should
take into serious consideration the idea, of
abolishing the Upper House. I certainly
consider one good strong Chamber quite
sufficient to look after the legislation of
the country. We de not want two
Chambers. 'The object of every State in
the Commonwealth in entering the federal
union was to reduce the cost of local
government.

Me. Hopgms :
duced, at any rate.

Mr. RESIDE: I look for a reduction
in the fact that the Upper House is not
required, and I hope thut something will
be done in this matter in the near future.
In regard to the redistribution of seats,
it is unjust that in the district of Bast
Coolgardie there is & population of
26,000 with ouly three members, while
there are other districts containing a few
hundred people, who have the same
representation.

Mz. DorERTY : Oh, you have sufficient.

Mz. RESIDE: Sufficient, perhaps, in

Corvespondingly re-

| some cases; but I certainly think, if you
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are entitled to represent 200 or 300
electors, my constituency should have a
few more representatives. There are
other questions on which I should have
liked to touch; but I do not wish to take
up more time, therefore I shall conclude.
On motion by Mr. F. (Jonnor, debate
adjourned until the next sitting.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at one minute
past 10 o’clock until the next Tuesday.

Tegiglnttbe Assembly,
Tuesday, 5th August, 1902.

Papers presented—Question : Railways, Spark Arresters
—Question: Land for Selection—Address-in-Reply,
seventh day—Adjournment.

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at
430 o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By tae MinisTeErR ForR WORKS AND
Rarnways: Papor relative to alteration
in Classification and Railway Rate Book.

By rae Premizr : Regulations under
Workers' Compensation Act.

By raE CoroNiaL SEcRETARY: Ceusus
Returns, 1901, Parts 1 and 2.

. By Tk TrEASURER: Charts of Esper-
* ance Bay.
Order: To lie on the table.

QUESTION—RATLWAYS, SPARK
ARRESTERS.

Me.J. EWING asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, When the locomotives of
this State were first fitted with the
Standard Deftector (better known as the
Rotheram spark arrester). 2z, How many
locomotives have been thus fitted. 3,
What is the back pressure caused by this
deflector. 4, Whether it is a fact that
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this spark arrester has proved a failure,
and i8 wow being removed from the
locomotives. 5, What this experiment
has cost the State. 6, On whatdate was
the Harwood spark arrester first brought
under the notice of the Government. 7,
‘Whether the Harwood spark arrester
has been thoroughly tested; if so, with
what result. 8, Whatis the price of the
Drummond spark arrester, which is being
fitted to some of the new locomotives
now being imported.

Tae MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, About November, 1900. I
am not aware that it is known as the
Rotheram spark arrester, as it is in
general use and is adapted for burning
Drown coal or lignite. 2z, 170. 3, The
deflector does not directly cause back
pressure. The area of the exhaunst nozzle
has to be slightly reduced with the
standard deflector. The back pressure
varies with the shape, area, and position
of the exhaust nozzle, also the speed that
the engine is runuing and the gquantity
of steam used. 4. Wo. 35, The cost to
the 30th June, 1902, has been approxi-
mately £5200, and the work is not
regarded as an experiment. 6, October,
1901. 7, Tt is now being tested. 8,
About £75 each.

QUESTION—LAND FOR SELECTION.

Mr. JACOBY, for Mr. Thomas, asked
the Premier: 1, Whether arrangements
are being made for the throwing open of
the land at Grass Patch and Salmon
Gums for selection, as recommended hy
Tospector White. 2, When will this land
be available,

Tue PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
In about a month’s time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
SEVENTH DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous Wednes-
day, the proposed amendment having
been negatived and the general debate
continued.

Dz. M, O'CONNOR (Moore): I join
with the Government in offering my
sympathy to Mrs. C. Y. O'Connor and
her family in the great loss they have
sustained ; and I hope we shall have an
opportunity of giving them on the Esti-
mates a substantial bonus, for Mr,
(O’Connor's work in this country should,



